ddi lai le

HHFK S

The Baby Comes Home




jin  nidn chdn tian wdé men jia duo

SHEHERBINFRZ

= EES
le yi ge rén

=T A

This spring our family got one more person.

rén hén xido yi tian vyao
%B “ABRN—KRE
shui shi iU ge xiao shi

BE + 75 1T/ BY

He's very small, and sleeps sixteen hours a
day.

k¢ shi na shi liu gé xido shi
N
o] 23+ 73 T /BT

zai ye Ii

XT&E

But those sixteen hours are not at night.

ta jiao xido zhou shi wo di di

fib I /N & = 3 5 5%

His name is Xiaozhou, and he's my little
brother.

bai tian ta hén an jing shéi bao
H X ftt 1R &2 5% & #

dou ké yi

# Al X

In the daytime he's quiet, and anyone can

hold him.
dao le _y‘é_ I ta _{'iu\ kai  shi
ATHREMMITS
ka
on
AN

When night comes, he starts to cry.



di yi ge Xing qi quan jla dou
I~ =
E—TEHEZRE

méi you shui hao

2B BT

Nobody in the house slept well that first
week.

18 40 & fth & %

qu zéu le yi

xET &

Mum walked him up and down all night.

B2 2 0T E

shui bu hao

fE A oF

[ lay in my room listening, and couldn't sleep
either.

ENKBRENE S

lai

X T

On the eighth day, Grandma came up from
the south.

ta jin mén de di yi ju  hua

A Y AN Vaxaw ~
gt 7] B 5 — B 1&
i men bu hui chang gé ma

= RMNA =08 KI1G

Her first words through the door were: can
none of you sing?

ma shuo chang guo méi you
ﬁ%&%lﬁ 112 TT/Q
yong

A

Mum said: we've tried. It doesn't work.



B 1 b 30 2 jj i

men chang cud le

112 % 73

Grandma said: that's because you're singing
the wrong songs.

ta s\h\u() hong hai zi de ge bu
ot i M= F R A

shi sui bian na yi  shdou

= EEM —8

She said: the songs that settle a child aren't
just any songs.

KRR A

xiao zhou zuo xia lai

IV R AR K

That night Grandma sat down with Xiaozhou
in her arms.

g 08 RYOU B JL BA %

méi you ting guo

=AY

What she sang was called Yue'erming, and
I'd never heard it.

AL KL 8 o

ér zhé chuang ling

JLE B &

The moon is bright, the wind is still, and the
leaves screen the window lattice.

shi fen zhong vyi hou fang jian jiu

T2 Nig B E M

an jing le wd kai shi ji zhé
ZHE T HRTRICX
xie gée
i g

Ten minutes later the room was quiet, and |
started learning these songs by heart.



gpEskT - Writing Practice

The Baby Comes Home

Name: Date:

% E
ye li
during the night

L
13X
méi you
haven't

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

N\
shi liu

sixteen

IN:D
xido shi
hour

TR

anjing
quiet

AR
kai shi
to begin

-1
diyr
first

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



yao dao wai pd qiao

HEEIIMENT

Rowing to Grandma's Bridge




ld3o lao chang de A(_i;‘_ yi  shou ge
i g N E — 8 I
shi jiang nan de

= L F A9

The first song Grandma sang was from
Jiangnan.

th N B 15 it £ 2 12

chang géi ta ting

5 2a b O

When she was little, her own grandmother
sang it to her.

B AR & 7%

shi nadn fang rén

=MA A

Our family lives in Xi'an; Grandma is a
southerner.

,g’l‘_ yi ju  shi yéc: a yég yéci
£ — 1 2 ENEE

dao wai pd qido

2l Sh £ M

The first line is: row and row, row to
Grandma's bridge.

xia mian yi ju shi wai poé jiao
= 3
NE— T 2 ZE Y
wdé hdo bdo bao

W EE

The next line: Grandma calls me a good
child.

rdn hou Shl tdng yi  bao gud i
AEEE —BR—

bao

(2

Then: a packet of sweets, a packet of fruit.



7 5] 1% 12 5 2 ¥

na If

I3 2

| asked Grandma where Grandma's bridge is.

5t 7 5 A 1 2

jlao wai po

oy 5 £

She said: southerners call a laolao a waipo.

jlang nan méi ge cun zi dou ydu
IREEITN 58

gido coéng qgidan de rén zéu shui U

it M BT B9 A ZE 7K B

Every village in Jiangnan has a bridge, and
people used to travel by water.

i E BB

zai chuan shang shui le

T EET

The boat rocked and rocked, and the child
fell asleep on it.

sué i Ehé shou gé bén i _ﬂu\
PR A X B ;A KR
shi yado chu Iai

E?EH:?;EEI’J

So the song was rocked into being.

B T8 B B 1R B {4

zai man man yao

th 7 18 12 2

When Grandma sang, her body swayed
slowly too.



zZuo zai na I ké shi

o 4 7E BB B B 2 P

ge dong zuo shi chuan de dong zuo

™) E=E b B9 o) fF

She was sitting still, but the movement was a

boat's movement.

xido zhou ting le lidng ju jiu
NFE TR A AR
ku le

xR

Xiaozhou stopped crying after two lines.

BEIhN ST

yé you yi tido chuan

thE — % i

| noticed there's a boat in his name too.

ldo lao shuo na shi wo qi de

2 1% W B8 = i ’Y

Grandma said: | chose it.

ta shuo zud zhe chudn qu Il3o lao
i 1w A F AN B R

jia de hdi zi shui de zui hao

ZNIZFEBESRY

She said: children who go to their
grandmother's by boat sleep the best.

X & B K th bE S

hén hao

1R F

| slept well that night too.



RN ES - Writing Practice

Rowing to Grandma's Bridge
Name: Date:

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

5 22

wai pd
mother's mother

-1
diyr
first

A Y
2]
ndan fang

south

LY

%5

haizi
child

N1E
ddng zud
movement

ANy

xido shi hou
in one's childhood

N
Xid midn
to boil noodles

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



yueé guangguang

Atk

Moonlight




ndi nai shi guang dong rén s\h\ué bué
Mmd 2T R AWRIE

woé chang chang ting bu dodng

B E ®E ITAIE

Grandma Nai is from Guangdong, and | often
can't follow her speech.

ta yé¢ you yi shéu hdéng hadi zi
s — 8 M &xF

de ge

SR

She has a song for settling a child too.

na shéu gé jiao yué guang guang

A E I A K I

That song is called Yueguangguang.

téu lidng ju shi yué guang guang zhao
N LRCIE = Al vl =
a) & Hg

di tang

i 2

The first two lines are: moonlight, moonlight,
shining on the courtyard.

di tdng jiu shi yuan zi guang dong

CHERF K

i =2 FE bR F R
hua zhé yang shuo

TE X

Ditang means courtyard — that's how they
say it in Cantonese.

ndi nai yong guang dong bué chang wé\
Mgy AT ZR1E B K

yi ju yé ting bu dong

— o I I~ 1E

Grandma Nai sings it in Cantonese, and |
don't understand a line.



ké shi xido zhou ting de hén rén
o] 2 /R IFE RIA

zhén

B

But Xiaozhou listened very closely.

A = B b Of

bu doéng

N &

He's three months old. He doesn't
understand it either.

5 5 b 4 o 5

weéi shén me bu ka

I i NS

| asked her: if he doesn't understand it, why
doesn't he cry?

o W & F 0 B R

shi i si
B == H
rE )%gk JJANN

She said: a child isn't listening to the
meaning.

ta §P36 hdi zi ting de shi 52329
iz F IR E P

yin i you méi you rén

BEERABA

She said: he's listening for whether there's a
person in the voice.

na ju hua woO xidng le hén jiu

MO IFEE TEX

| thought about that for a long time.

10



lidng ju

A

Later she taught me the first two lines.

wé\ de guang dong I:ué Dén nan ting
BT RIEBEREREDNR

ndi nai xiao le hén jiu

MR TRA

My Cantonese was terrible, and she laughed
for a long time.

ké shi xido zhou méi yoéu

= '\ R} xﬁm

But Xiaozhou didn't cry.

ndi nai shuo ni kan ta bu guan
R BT VI — R N =

ni chang de hdo bu hao

iR 18 13 & 1 &

She said: look — he doesn't care whether
you sing well.

yi ci chang ge
— M7 8 _ll'l
— /R g 3K

na sh| wo
I\-I\-

A= =
géi bié rén ting

&2 Bl A

That was the first time | ever sang to anyone.

chang de shi hou woé de shéu vyi
N

1§ B9 BY 1= 3 89 F —
zhi zai dou

EEH

My hands shook the whole time.



By - Writing Practice
Moonlight
Name: Date:

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

I NE
ting bu dong
unable to make sense of:--

LY

%5

haizi
child

7 7]

lidng ju
a few words

At

yué guang
moonlight

Al &
ké shi
but

+3 .
Wih
shuo hud
to speak

)
chdng chdng
frequently

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



yue liang ba ba

A SAEHE

The Moon Cake




BT B — i 8

1ai

X 49 1 13

Downstairs lives an auntie from Hunan.

ta ting jian xido zhou ki _!iu\ shang
O 0L/ R R L

lai giao mén

H &I

She heard Xiaozhou crying and came up and
knocked.

ta shuo ta yé hui yi shoéu

iRttt s —8

She said she knew one too.

ta de gé jiao vyué liang ba

fth 49 3O B = 4T 48

Her song is called Yueliang Baba.

P]ﬂl

ba ba shi hd nén bué _!'iu\ shi
EEZHMEIEME
bing

(G

Baba is Hunanese for a flat cake.

VR R R R

si Shl yue Ilang bing

,EE\ E H I}F

So the name means: moon cake.

13



wo yi ting jiu xiao le yin wei
I] ~Kk AY
®— A E T E X

yué liang zhén de hén xiang

AR ERNRI®K

| laughed, because the moon really does look

like one.
zhé shdéu gé hén qgi guai vyi ju
N / x
JZE%’K@EJ’E—’@
jie yi wang xia zou
kv
E—GFTE

The song is strange — each line hands on to
the next.

AEEEate &l

dis  die
/: ‘\ /= \:
= =

Moon cake, moon cake, with a grandpa
sitting inside.

die die chtd la mai cai du I
== AT E

zuo € nai nai

ob ik

Grandpa comes out to buy food, and a
grandma sits inside.

yi  gé yi gé wang xia jie méi

— N N\ 4 kvl B
| NME M E=
you wan de shi hou

A 5T 1Y Y &

One after another, and it never ends.

foy %% 1% 08 B % F RE

le jiu ting

T WA=

Auntie said: you stop when the child sleeps.

14



sud yi zhé shéu geé chang duo jiu
FTAXRERE 2K
hadi zi shuo le suan

ZFim TR

So how long the song runs is up to the child.

na tian ta chang dao le ’Sl‘l i
MR B E T HEZ

shi ji gée rén

+ 4

That night she got as far as the twentieth-
odd person.

RRETARL G

shi hou shui

BT fx HE T

Xiaozhou was asleep by the eighteenth.

a yi  zbu de shi hou shudo ming
fo] & X B9 BY fix 1% BR
tian woé hai i

R B &k K

As she left, she said she'd come again
tomorrow.

18 % 3 1% 3

you san gé rén hui hong ta

BE=1T" A= M1

Mum said: three people in this house can
settle him now.

wd shuo si
SRR U

| said: four.

15



BSR4 - Writing Practice
The Moon Cake

Name: Date:

—
=
A%
yue liang
the moon

] 45

avyi
maternal aunt

g &
s_hl hou

™A

gerén
individual

AL

Suod yi
therefore

A /gxs
die die
daddy

—AJ
yTju
aline of verse

LY

%t

haizi
child

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



ba ba chang cud le

sElBE s

Dad Sings the Wrong One




/bé\ /ba\ shi béi fang rén ta s\h\u()
sEaadth AR

ta yé  hui

fit th =

Dad is a northerner, and he said he knew one

too.

na tian vye If ta bao xido

%%&Emmim

R A {5 0

That night he picked Xiaozhou up, full of

confidence.
ta chang de shi If]‘_ da ju ché
fit 18 Y =& HI X ¥& %t
da ju

N &

What he sang was: saw the big saw, pull the
big saw.

FT—a2##0

chang da Xi

1§ K 3%

The next line: there's an opera at Grandma's
gate.

chang dao vyi ban xido zhou de yan
g 2 — 3 /& 1R

jing yué zhéng yue da

5 8 BF X

Halfway through, Xiaozhou's eyes opened
wider and wider.

chang wan yi  hou yi dlan yé
= ) 5 fth — = 1
bu kun

rHE T

By the end, he wasn't sleepy at all.

17



ba ba you chang le c‘| géng
= B
B X 5 T X &
qing chu
N= =l
/1B E

Dad sang it again, more clearly.

xido zhou )l(\l-alg ran hou kai shi
/J\ H- T " )= ﬂ: al:l

déng tui

g HR

Xiaozhou laughed, then started kicking his
legs.

lao lao zai pang blan kan zhe i
zhi  bu shuo hua

=R NR VTR T:

Grandma watched from the side and said
nothing.

zui hou ta shuo na bu shi hodng

= A Y

& fg o B AN 2 MK
shui de ge

HE A

At last she said: that isn't a song for putting a

child down.
ta shuo 1la ju Shl wan
fth 35 7 7 %E 57 B
ge
2

She said: La Da Ju is a game song.

ANBERTHOF

yi gidn yi hou

— B ==

A grown-up holds the child's hands and
rocks them back and forth.

18



(T ESE T AN

x

Like two people working a big saw.

na shi bai tian de gé bu shi
MEEHRKNRAZE

yeé I de

R E R

It's a daytime song, not a night one.

/ba\ /ba\ s\huo wd xiao shi hou ting
7 B /N BT R O

de jiu shi zhe ge

B2 X

Dad said: this is the one | heard when | was
small.

# 30 2 B 5

bai tian yé shui

H X 18 B

Grandma said: that's because you slept in
the daytime too.

na tian xido zhou lidng dian cai shui

MR R IE

That night Xiaozhou didn't go down until two.

ké  shi
A =

ba yi dlan yé

/
= Z\
VAR

nan guo

M T

But Dad wasn't sorry at all.

[H)<) 2

19



BEIE#ET - Writing Practice
Dad Sings the Wrong One

Name: Date:

????
bd ba
father

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

AR R

na tian
that day

% E
ye li
during the night

— 5

VFARNY
y1 didn
a bit

e
bu shi
no

A =

Nna shi
of course

=P
bdi tian
daytime

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



xiao lao shu shangdéng tai

INERR LEKTa

The Mouse on the Lamp Stand




di er tian wod shuo wo yé lai
B KRB BELE
shi yi shoéu

W — 8

The next day | said: let me try one too.

wc“)\ hui de zhi ydou xido 3o shi
BN RBNEER

shang déeng tai

ETa

The only one | know is The Mouse on the
Lamp Stand.

xido lao shl shang deng tai tg you
NE R £ (T8 f@f
chi xia bu lai

z T A K

Little mouse climbs the lamp stand, steals
the oil, and can't get down.

cong E\i_é]ﬁ de déeng tai shang mian ydu
MBI & L EA

you 3o shli hui qu tou

HEZEBEZS M

Old lamp stands had oil in them, and mice
would come and steal it.

pa shang qu roéng i xia ldi hén
€ F X8 5% FPER

nan

;3

Climbing up is easy. Getting down is hard.

xia yi ju sh| jiao ndi nai nai

R A CR R R

nai bu lai

B IENES

The next line: it calls for Grandma, and
Grandma doesn't come.

21



zui hou i ju I |—t‘é—| glj‘z xia
E N\
xE—aEERT

lai

X T

In the last line, down it tumbles.

w0 chang dao gln xia lai de shi
N E \—\<
BoIE 2R MR
hou sheng y|n hén

& B &R jt

When | got to the tumbling part, | sang it

loud.
xido zhou xia yi tiao kU /e
/J\ﬁlﬁ?-ﬂ)b%%%

bi gang cdai hai li hai

tE Wl 7 & [ &

Xiaozhou jumped, and cried harder than
before.

wo hén bu hdo i si  xiang rang
?\x—l‘ 7 Z‘ = H #H ‘J:
'fE N ;Z.jl' B o sl

ma lai  bao

13 13 5 i

| was embarrassed and wanted Mum to take
him.

ldo lao shuo ni Dbié zou zai chang
% % W R 3l & B I8

yi ci

N
— JAN

Grandma said: don't go. Sing it again.

ta shuo zhé «ci zui hou i ju
Sy A N =
ih % X X & G — a
xido sheng chang

N FE DI

She said: this time sing the last line softly.

22



v

wo ming bai gl”Jn xia lai  zé

me néng xido shéng

BE /N B

| didn't see how a tumble could be sung
softly.

S

ke Shl wo zhao Zuo

SHREMT

But | did as she said.

Zhé yi xido zhou méi ydéu xia
/A /J\ 7}z B IR

dao

Z

This time Xiaozhou wasn't startled.

[3o0 lao shuo gé shi shén me bu

R RKEMT 2N

=2 XA

Grandma said: it doesn't much matter what
the song is.

ta shuo yao jln ‘| zén
h % = = B 2 1R E
me chang

2 N5

She said: what matters is how you sing it.

MR IE T T —

gun xia lai

R T XK

That night | sang the tumbling line eleven
times.



IZWNER EKTES - Writing Practice
The Mouse on the Lamp Stand

Name: Date:

T3k
xia lai
to come down

VT &
=
déeng tdi
lampstand

—AJ
yTju
aline of verse

INER

xido Ido shu
@

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

=]
4]
Zui hou
final

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

IN
yi Ci
first

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



yue ér wan wan

ALES

The Crooked Moon




you vyi shou gé lao lao Dén jit
AE—EBRBERAX
méi you chang le

=8B T

There was one song Grandma hadn't sung in
a long time.

ﬁ%%i&éﬁ”ﬁé&”ﬁm

ran chang le

yﬁ‘l 100\ 1\\\ I]EI T

It was raining that night, and she suddenly
sang it.

"(_ZI’I‘_ yi ju  shi yue wan wan
%—EEHMTT

zhao ji zhou

R 71 M

The first line is: the crooked moon shines on
nine provinces.

xia i ju  shi ji jié huan Ié
TG R2ILXX K

ji jia chéu

JL=R R

The next: some houses are glad and some
are sad.

wc“)\ s\h\u() \zhé bu xiang hdong hai
X R & I T
ge

de
AY 3R

| said: this doesn't sound like a song for a
baby.

ldo lao shuo zhé bén Iai bua  shi
N\

IR XA RAZ

Grandma said: it wasn't one, originally.

25



ta s\h\uc') fhé shi  ba bai niadn S\i_é\:
91@1%)2%/\@&511

R %

She said: it's a folk song from eight hundred
years ago.

na shi hou da zhang pén duo rén
AMET IR IT LR Z A

zai jia

T\Y‘%

There was war then, and many people were
away from home.

yué liang zhao zhe me| yi cln
= RES 7|‘]‘
A = &

I rén zai i qi

%%“Axr i

The moon shone on every village, but the
people weren't together.

wd weén weéi shén me chang géi
% 5] 3 A 4 18 8

xido zhou ting

]\ I

| asked: then why sing it to Xiaozhou?

lao lao shuo yin wei ta man

RIERERNEIE

Grandma said: because it's slow.

ta shuo hai zi bu zhi dao geé

ith R % F A 8 K

EMER

She said: the child doesn't know what the
words mean.

26



ta s\h\u() k& shi chang gé de rén
i % B 2 I8 WA
zhi  dao

ZSIBE]

She said: but the person singing does.

®EE 280Kt

zai xiang bié de shi

T B E

| watched her face. She was thinking about
something else.

& R 1B 10 & F B &2

zOu le san nian

SETZET

Later Mum told me that Grandpa had been
gone three years.

na shoéu gé shi ta men liang geé
olh = X /N
BE K2 M
rén i qi chang de

A — i 1§ &Y

That song was one the two of them used to
sing together.

H ;RSB H R

yi  zhuang hén duo dong «xi

Mx RZSEKRHA

Only that day did | understand how much a
song can hold.

INRHRE T R T
cl]aEng

Xiaozhou was asleep, and Grandma was still
singing.

27



BJLEZ - Wiriting Practice
The Crooked Moon

Name: Date:

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

AR R

na tian
that day

LY

%5

haizi
child

A E
bu zdi
not to be present

Al &
ké shi
but

yrai
in the same place

L
13X
méi you
haven't

—AJ
yTju
aline of verse

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.
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chéngchdéng féei

21HE

Little Bug, Fly




zul duan yi shou gé zhi ydu
fx 2 EI’J —BARRE

liang ju

™ G

The shortest song has only two lines.

chéng chéong fei chong chéong fei  fei

dao nan shan chi I shul

| m W0z & K

Little bug fly, little bug fly, fly to South
Mountain and drink the dew.

chang de shi hou vyao Ii_ zhe hai
B NI IEERNEF %

zi de shou

THF

You hold the child's hands while you sing.

liang ge jh\l zhi péng vyi xia zai
MmN REEM—TH
fen  kai

5 A

The two index fingers touch, then part.

peng vyi xia shi chéng fen kai shi

—_ = VAN =

it — 2 B o HE
fei

%

The touch is the bug; the parting is the flight.

xido zhou de shdu Dén xido wé\ dan
MWRBNFRNEER

shou jiu néng bao zhu

F Bk & &

Xiaozhou's hands are tiny — | can close one
hand around them.

29



ta de jrl zhi hdi bd hui zi
tMHEELAN=H
ji  dong

C &f

His index finger can't move on its own yet.

wé\ Ii zhe ta de shou bang ta
AL E Mt A F M

péng

hif

| held his hands and made them touch for
him.

BT R LS

hiG ran xiao le

BRKRT

After a dozen times, he suddenly laughed.

na shi wo /S/L— yi ci ting ta
> \

B2 FE— IRIFAL
xiao chi shéeng

X F

It was the first time I'd heard him laugh out
loud.

i 8 K & = sk

kan

=

Mum came running from the kitchen to look.

na tian wo m\en r:“:mg ta ;(\i_éjg le
N

MRBEATILEMEXT
san shi duo

=+ 2k

We made him laugh more than thirty times
that day.

30



l3o0 lao shuo zhé shou yé& bd shi
M XEMHNARE

hdéng shui de

I B AY

Grandma said: this one isn't for sleep either.

wdé shué wd zhi dao
i I A E

| said | knew.

wé shuo wd jin tian blu xidng rang
N A N /\\ *E \t
BEMmMBESKAE
ta shui

fih REE

| said: today | don't want him to sleep.

Ry UE T4

% 1

Grandma heard that and said nothing.

ta zhi shi zud xia 14 kan Wé\
i R %k E K
men wan

1] In

She just sat down and watched us play.

na tian xia wl shéi yé& méi ydu
MRTFiEHR

chang ge

12 %

Nobody sang at all that afternoon.
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mAl% - Writing Practice

Little Bug, Fly

Name: Date:

fig
H
shi zhi
index finger

y1 Xid
giveita go

AT
fen kai
to separate

VY=
yi hou
after

AR R

na tian
that day

AN
wO men
we

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

| ﬁ
7N
zhi you
only have ...

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



ma ma bu hui chang gé

RIS A= N8N

Mum Can't Sing




wo m\en .ﬂé—. hui chang ge de rén
HIMNIxREs B IO A
hén duo

R

There are a lot of singers in our house.

zhi you ma ma bd hui

REEBEAR

Only Mum can't.

ji yé zhé yang shuo

e S bR R

She says so herself.

ta chang gé de shi hou sheng ym
it 08 A9 BT

zong shi  bu zhun

BN E

When she sings, she's always off.

P A X — 1~ A a &L

méi yoéu chang

= A N5

So all that month she hadn't sung.

ta bao xido zhou ké shi blu chi
U T AN ST =R N

shéng
—

Fﬂ

She held Xiaozhou, but made no sound.
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E-RBmBREY

%7

One night Grandma was out.

i ) th 7 7 1 5 th

zai

x

Grandma Nai wasn't there either, and neither
was Auntie.

xido zhou ku si shi fen zhong

Sy

Xiaozhou cried for forty minutes.

ba ba bao wd bao dou méi yodu

EEERiEEr

yong

F

Dad held him, I held him. It made no
difference.

zui hou ma ma ba ta jie  guod

&EEEIEMEY

qu

=

In the end Mum took him.

méi you chang gé zhi sh‘l héng

ta
s B IERRZER

She didn't sing. She just hummed.
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na ge 32229 yin rnel you ci
;35/\ E ﬁﬂ

bu zhin

2

It had no words, and it wasn't in tune.

wd ting bu chid na shi shén me
BIF AL E T4
gé
X

| couldn't tell what song it was.

k& shi xido zhou iéﬂ fen zhong jiu
A/ =2 H WM

shui

i T

But Xiaozhou was asleep in three minutes.

th % % R L 4 5 R

bi shéi dou kuai

LE 1 &R R

Faster than Grandma, faster than Grandma
Nai, faster than anyone.

7 2] 5 18 9 2 1+ 4

alk
A

| asked her what the song was.

ta shuo bu sh| gé shi wo i
N 'Tf1 =
iR 2 RS R —
zhi zai zhe If

ExEXE

She said: it isn't a song. It's 'lI've been here
all along'.
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LA IBgr - Writing Practice

Mum Can't Sing

Name: Date:

SJL
13X
méi you
haven't

H T~
UEEN
chdng gé
to sing a song

594

ma Mma
mama

== ==

=

shéng yin
voice

'N L Y
Z\ /E
bu zhdn
not to allow

Al &
ké shi
but

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



wd yé hul chang le

BOEIET

Now | Can Sing Them Too




l3o0 lao yao hui nan fang le

RIEEREAL T

Grandma was going back south.

zOu yi qidn ta wén wo j  zhu
& DA it 8] 3 1c (£
le jl shoéu

TJLE

Before she left, she asked how many I'd
learned.

wd shuo ba shou k& shi yoéu lidng
N A Y E
iR /\NBUEE M
shou wdé chang bu hao

B & B AT

| said eight, but two of them | don't sing well.

ta shuo chang bu hdo yé vyao chang

i N8 A oF th N

She said: sing them anyway.

ta shuo zhé xie gé bu xié zai
fth 83X L R K 5 1
zhi  shang

@

She said: these songs aren't written down on

paper.
ta sh\uc') wang le jiu zhén de méi
N el AY ~
i = T BB R
you le

B

She said: if you forget them, they're really
gone.

37



B 18] 30 47 60 2 & =

jl  shou

L&

| asked: how many did your grandmother
know?

ta X|ang Ie hén jit shuo ji
gh A8 T R X %I 7F
qing le
J=E
/B8
She thought a long time and said she
couldn't remember.

ta shuo you ji shou ta zhl ji
i AL E R i
de tou i
=l = 4
She said there were a few she only
remembered the first line of.

jiu zai ta zhe I

75 L I A 7 it X B

me| you

SE T

Those songs end with her.

%%%mﬁ%ﬁ?

N ﬁ T

The day Grandma left, Xiaozhou was six
months old.

ye I ta hai shi ku ke shi
REBEMAERT 2

bu xiang yi qgidn na me jiu

A& a8 AR

He still cried at night, but not for as long as
before.
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na tian Shl wo bao

X E %

That night it was me holding him.

wd xian chang yao dao wai pdé qido

B ot 18 1% Bl 5h 82 57

First | sang Rowing to Grandma's Bridge.

ran hou chang yué guang guang gudng
A8 B KT
n\ =]

dong hua hai shi hén nan ting

RIEE = RMER

Then Yueguangguang — my Cantonese is
still terrible.

zui hou woé shén me yé bu chang

REHMT 2B IE

zhi héng
A

At the end | didn't sing anything. | just
hummed.

xido zhou zai w6 shou I shui

NRERFEET

Xiaozhou fell asleep in my arms.

B 22 B B 12 2 K

de bu shi ge

By A 2 K

| understood all at once: what Grandma
taught me wasn't songs.
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Kt<IET - Writing Practice
Now | Can Sing Them Too
Name: Date:

25125

[do lao
mother's mother

N
bu hdo
no good

\ —r
LR
y1 qidn
before

Al &
ké shi
but

L
13X
méi you
haven't

AR R

na tian
that day

\K E
1=
hdi shi

still (as before)

E2pg]
ndan fang
south

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



