da yu zhi shuf

AHiaK

Yu Tames the Flood




Dén jit Dén jit yi q_\if&: zhong guo
R RXBRAXE] F

fa guo yi ci da shul

BRI — IR KK

Long, long ago there was a great flood in
China.

AkBETHBET

fang zi

B F

The water drowned the fields and the
houses.

you i rén jiao gln ta X|ang
| — )\ Ny &% 1t 18

yong tu ba shui dang zhu

AL iEKEE

A man named Gun tried to hold the water
back with earth.

ta mang le jit nian shui hai shi
fit IC 7 AL EFEKEZE

méi you tui
N

L
13X lEI:

He laboured nine years, and still the water
did not go down.

EXRGHILTEE

zhe zuo zhé jian shi

EMEXHEE

Later his son Yu took the work up.

=R A kB ok

yin dao hai If qu

518 EBE X

Yu did not block the water; he led it away to
the sea.



ta ﬁz‘i zhe rén wi le pén duo
tEEAEBETRES
nian de

5 i 5]

He led the people in digging channels for

years.
you rén s\h\uc') ta sél_n ci jing 9uc‘>
BARM=ZREL

mén kou

52%]0

They say he passed his own door three
times.

di yi ci ta ting jian qi zi
— R Ir W ZE F

zai sheng hai zi

T £ &F

The first time, he heard his wife giving birth.

£k ENILF

zai mén kou zhao shou

1 0O8F

The second time, he saw his son waving at
the gate.

di san ci Zi yi  jing hui
E-RILFE4s

pao hUI shuo hua

s 1%1%7

The third time, the boy could already run and
talk.

k& shi san ci ta dou méi yodu
N
Al & = R & =
jin  qu

& A

But all three times he did not go in.



shi sé\_n nian yi  hou shui zhong vyu
T=FMUEFEKE

tui le

E

After thirteen years the water finally fell.

bai xing ké yi hui tidan I zhong
B ERE M
dong xi

AT

The people could go back to their fields and
plant.

da Jla dou hén gan xié

A =K & R Bl %

Everyone was grateful to Yu.

shin ba weéi zi chudn géi le vyl
RIEMUFIZEHRTH

bu Shl chuan géi

S AL T

Shun passed the throne to Yu, not to his own
son.

AR BT 1x B9 R 2B =

ZUuo de hdo shéi jiu dang wang

METHEME £

The rule then was that whoever did best
became king.

XAMEEOILTF

fa kT

That rule, Yu's son later changed.



K &E&k - Writing Practice

Yu Tames the Flood
Name: Date:

JLF

érz

afterwards

(S

chudn géi
to pass on to

H 7B

gutju
lit. compass and set sq---

\ —r
LR
y1 qidn
before

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



xia chao

=L

The Xia




=3 7 LU A UL

FEYUTTE

After Yu died, his son Qi became king.

cong na shi hou qgi wang wei jil
M BB BY f& #C E 1ﬁ G

chuan géi zi

£ &)L F 7

From then on the throne passed to sons.

Ehé yang kai shi de A(_i’l‘_ yi ge
XFEAFAWBNE—T

chdo dai jiao xia chao

#A X 1Y 2 #H

The first dynasty to begin this way was called
Xia.

xia chao yi gong si bai duo nian
EF—HOBZF

you shi g gé wang

BETt1T x

Xia lasted more than four hundred years and
seventeen kings.

qlan mian de wang duo ban hai
HIE W £ Z2F &8 T\
cuo

£t
TR

Most of the earlier kings were not bad.

ke Shl ZUI hou i gé wang hén
/,
xE—TER

huai ta jiao jié

A i 0L 2

But the last one was cruel, and his name was
Jie.



jié li q| hén da neng
RNDHEEBRKREST

si lao

T3 £ &

Jie was strong enough to kill a tiger bare-
handed.

\} [e]]
>

o

ké shi ta cong lai bu %:én bai
AEMMMEAEF

xing de hué

¥ (9 3t 3%

But he never cared whether the people lived
or died.

fhiE TR A HE R

yong le hén dudo nidn

HTRZ®

He built an enormous palace that took years.

%X%&%%mm

DESE:

When anyone advised him, he had them shut
away.

ta shuo wd shi tai yang tai yang
ARY N E
fit % I & K FH X FH
bu hui méi yoéu

&R

He said: | am the sun, and the sun does not
disappear.

bai xing ting jian le Jiu\ vi/‘en \zh‘e
B &0 T R E) X

ge tai yang shén me shi hou

PN RN R $:

The people heard, and asked when this sun

would die.



na shi hou dong bian yéu vyi gé
= N
BENRERZRBZE—T

Xxido gud jiao shang

VE Y B

In the east there was a small state called
Shang.

B R £ Y57 R

jié  wan quan bu yi  yang

R —

Its king was Tang, who behaved nothing like
Jie.

you vi ci tang kan jian you rén
\
BE—X2EBRNAEA

si  mian zhang wang zhua nido

ME K WIS

Once Tang saw a man netting birds from all
four sides.

B AXE= @

de wang dou da Kkai

B9 & &R ¥T FF

He told him to open the nets on three sides.

zhé jian shi chuan chu qu yi  hou
XHESEEFELHEMNR

hén duo xido gud lai zhdo ta

R Z/0E K &M

When that story spread, many small states
came to him.

bai xing kai shi xiang vyé \XL"J tian
BH®FBEEBTFXR

yi  jing bu vyao jié

BEREHET

People began to think heaven might be done
with Jie.



B& - Writing Practice

The Xia

Name: Date:

£

bdi xing
common people

APBH

tdi yang
sun

VY=
yi hou
after

JLF

érz
son

g

duo nidn
many years

AR AT fi

nd shihou
at that time

AR
kai shi
to begin

Al &
ké shi
but

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



N

tian ming

Ran

The Mandate




tang dai bing qu da jié de shi
EEFTZEHBRK
hou xian shuo le yi duan hua

fx i 7 — ER1&

Before Tang marched against Jie, he made a
speech.

ta shuo wdé bd shi xidang da zhang
fit i F A~ & 18 T X

Shl ldo tian rang wo  lai

T SIE: F 35

He said: | do not want war — heaven has sent

me.
zhé shi zhong gudé i shi shang di
N = avay
X 2 h 8 k5
yi ci shuo dao tian ming

— X I B X g

That was the first time the Mandate of
Heaven was spoken of.

tian mlng de si sh‘l ldo tian

?i AP E/] = /u\ :I‘é 9{

rang ni dang wang

LR 5 £

The Mandate means that heaven lets you be

king.

ké shi 130 tian vyé ké yi ba
8 XAt )iE

zhé ge weéi zi shou hui

XA i ¥ B

But heaven can also take that seat back.

tANBRKE=:E

Xxing guo de tai kU de shi hou

SISO Sy =Sl VI (S

And when does it take it back — when the
people suffer too much.



sué yi tian mmg bu shi gé i
ﬁﬁl«‘if an = 48 —

rén shi géi i ge Zuo

AREB AR

So the Mandate is not given to a man but to a
way of behaving.

jié de bing yi kan jian t\émg de
FEFNE—FN 2K

qi hén duo rén jiu pao

ﬁﬁ%kﬂﬁ?

The moment Jie's soldiers saw Tang's
banners, many ran.

you de bing \héi hui gub téu lai
AN R RO XX

bang tang da Zi ji de wang

mHITECW X

Some turned round and helped Tang fight
their own king.

jié zui hou tdo dao nan bian
5t B = 3k 3 51 3 5T

zai na If

T A E

Jie fled south in the end and died there.

xia chdo jiu zhé yang jié shu

EHRREERT

And so the Xia came to an end.

tang dang le wang di yi  jian shi

N \Y I I~

Y

a3 T EE —HE
shi jian qing bai xing de shui

EREBENM

Tang's first act as king was to lighten the
people's taxes.

10



ta s\h\uc') ri  gud W(\")\ zud6 cuo le
fit 15 20 R I 1 18
ging 3o tian yi ge rén

ﬁ%%w@?’ A

He said: if | do wrong, let heaven punish me

alone.

ta you s\h\u() c\ﬁng bu yéo é bai
MY RIBEBAEI B

Xing

/43

And he said: do not punish the people.

shang chao

A 8 —

gc‘mg chuan san shi

yl  ge wang

— 1 F

Shang passed through thirty-one kings in all.

méi yi gé& wang dou zhi dao tian

— X #AME X

ming zhé lidng gé Zi

X M F

Every one of them knew those two words.

yé méi yi gé wang dou jué de

= AN % e A =
B —1T X # xS
tian ming bd hui I| kai

R AR B

Zi

FFEE,

And every one of them felt the Mandate
would never leave him.

K%E&Emﬁ%

ming bai Z cuo le

=N

Six hundred years later they learned they
were wrong.

11



K45 - Writing Practice
The Mandate
Name: Date:

ZX

o tidn
God

£

badi xing
common people

HC

yAlll
oneself

g &
S.hl hou

e
bu shi
no

I [

shou hui
toregain

— A

yl gérén
by oneself (without ass---

=

=

13 -E'é
ddi bing

to lead troops

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



shangchao de zi

L] pES

The Writing of Shang




shang chao de rén Dén =XIT= huan vl/én
BB ARE X

lao tian wen

+ X [3 &

The Shang were fond of asking heaven
questions.

fie {7 15 B8 & T R T

ylU weén da =zhang ying bu vying

M E ] X m A w

They asked whether it would rain, whether
they would win.

vgén de ban \fé Dén té bié yong
18] B9 73 A R 45 3 B

shi gu tou

HE &L

Their way of asking was unusual: they used
bone.

REEE AL

nit  gu shang

Mas

They carved characters into turtle shell and
ox bone.

rén\ hou yong hud shao kan gu tou
RERAXKREF X

lie chéng shén me vyang zi

A R =

Then they burned it and watched how the
bone cracked.

lie kai de vyang zi _ﬂu\ shi 3o
RANEFHMZE

tian de hui da

REEFH

The shape of the crack was heaven's answer.

13



na xie |—Z‘I—| hou Iai jiao jia g
BEFERIEBE
wén

Those characters are called oracle bone
script.

jid  gu wén shi zhong gudé =zui zao
=, = =
5 E X 7
de zi

It is the earliest Chinese writing.

ST ENANE

xian zai hai kan de doéng vyi xie

07 & g —

Some of it, written over three thousand years
ago, can still be read.

th 40 B F a2 — 4

yuan zhong jian i dlan

! q] |Ej I\\\

The character for sun, for instance, is a circle
with a dot.

yue z‘| hua ‘| i wan

/\ A

B =F EI’] TE )
wan de vyué liang

SHWAR

The character for moon is a curved moon.

rén |—Z‘I—| h_uém de shi vyi gé rén
AFBENZ —TA

zhan zai

ﬁf%i

The character for person is a person
standing.

14



shang chdo de rén \héi hui  zuo ?én
B HNARSHIR

hdo kan de téng qi

iF B W i 28

The Shang also made beautiful bronzes.

ML mE  E bz

zhe zi

BT

Those bronzes had characters carved on
them too.

you de tong qi hén da
H R 8RR A —

rén ban bu dong

A R A B

Some are so large one person cannot lift
them.

BiSXME B o

de shi duo ban kao zhé xie zi

MNEBEZFEXEF

Most of what we know about the Shang
comes from these characters.

yin weéi na shi hou hadi méi yodu
\ N\
® 7~ BB B g B %

zhi yé méi you shi

KB H

Because there was no paper then, and no
books.

yi  gé chdo dai néng bu néng béi

— T EA X BE A BE

\j‘l zhu ydéu shi hou .ﬁi il kuai
iC £ 8 B 1z § J1 R
gl tou

B 3k

Whether a dynasty is remembered can rest
on a few pieces of bone.

15



BHEIRY=E - Writing Practice

The Writing of Shang
Name: Date:

.E“‘,
B 2~
gu tou
bone

£=1 B3
[ 2
tong qi
copper ware

ZX

o tidn
God

]

td men
they

— s [ =]
TILRE
jiu shi
exactly

A L

na xié
those

A&

jid gu wén
oracle script

s -

— [H]

Zi hud

the strokes of a charac:--

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



Wel shul b|an de 130 rén

B7KABRIZA

The Old Man by the Wei River




shang chdo zui hou i gé wang jiao
= AN
BHEsEE—TEM

zhou

b

The last king of Shang was called Zhou.

zhou hén cong ming i qi yé Dén
SRIEHRNDSER
da

AN

He was clever and very strong.

ké shi ta ba c6\ng ming yong zai
] 2 8 £ B2 B A &

le bié de di fang

7 ARy S

But he used his cleverness on other things.

\zao Ie yi gé chi zi
fth 32 ™ F =

mian zhuang de shi jil

H &k WE A

He made a pool and filled it with wine.

ta r:‘:mg rén zai shu shang gua r\nqé+n
fit ik A E W L #H#

rou

T’

He had meat hung all over the trees.

5 A I 4o 3 4T I

ge rén sha e

TART

When anyone advised him, he had them
killed.

17



Xi bian yoéu i gé xiao gud jiao
mrmuAE-—1T/NMEN

zhou wang jiao ji chang

B £ ik &

In the west lay a small state called Zhou,
whose lord was Ji Chang.

8 &N RS

shi méi yoéu ma shang dong shou

TERAED L HF

Ji Chang saw how the people suffered, but
did not act at once.

it X1 € B 2 & A~ 93

53

He knew he was not yet strong enough.

B — X ftb it % 47 58

zO0u dao wei shul bian

2 38 /K B

One day he went hunting and came to the
Wei River.

ta kan jian vyi gé ldo rén zuod
fitE N —TF AL

zai na i diao vyu

TMEN&E

He saw an old man sitting there fishing.

I PNITE

zhi de yé& méi yobu fang dong «xi

ENERENRA

The old man's hook was straight, and there
was no bait on it.

18



j _chang jué de hén qi guai jiu

BH ~4 /83 / == ,|\2 "'}-[-'

B E %SRS RS
zO0u gudo qu wén ta

£ A 9 At

Ji Chang thought this strange and went over
to ask.

[30 rén shuo wdé bu shi zai diao

A Y N E ’-/j

Z A 15?. BEALAEER
zai déng rén

& HIEE A

The old man said: | am not fishing. | am
waiting for someone.

lilng gé rén zai hé bian shuo le
™A 3 iR
TR BT
hén jit de hua

R X B IE

The two of them talked a long time by the
river.

B E R R

ldo rén i qi dal hui qu le

EA—EBFTERXT

When Ji Chang went home, he took the old
man with him.

RPN T

da jia jiao ta jiang tai gong

AR E X2

The old man's surname was Jiang; he
became known as Jiang Taigong.

8 5 T M IE A ]

jiao ta zhou wén wang

I ftt B X £

After Ji Chang died, he was called King Wen
of Zhou.

19



BIKIBEAN - Writing Practice
The Old Man by the Wei River
Name: Date:

Z AN

[Gorén
old man or woman

Hie BA

cong ming
intelligent

Al &
ké shi
but

=P
kdn jian
to see

SJL
13X
méi you
haven't

$&E

dido yu
to fish (with line and ---

A
nd ge
that one

=]
4]
Zui hou
final

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



mu vyeé zhi zhan

EF 2

The Battle of Muye




B X E 8L Tl

fa jiu shi zhou wli wang

- Al o T e

King Wen's son was Ji Fa, who became King

Wu of Zhou.

ta déng le hén duo nidn yi  zhi
S TRZE—H
fitEFE TRZ
méi you dong shdu

=8 o F

He waited many years and did nothing.

you rén wen ta wéi shén me hai
B AR N+ 2E
bu da

A FT

People asked him why he still would not
strike.

ta shuo shi hou hdi méi ydu dao

fit % B 1% &% B 2

He said: the time has not come.

hou 1ai zhou lidan zi ji de shu
fa ko EB C R

shu yé& sha Ile

M RT

In time Zhou killed even his own uncle.

you you da chén tdo dao zhou qu
~
XNEXKE®REREZE

dai ldi hén duo xiao «xi

THRRZHER

Then ministers fled to Zhou, bringing news.

21



ta men shuo wé men gén
wl wang shuo xian zai ké

Ji e fit 17 1% F 1] IR 1/J\—
RERIMEATNUT i a

e &
King Wu said: now we can.

They said: we are coming with you.

do ti hG d dui "t_zl’l‘_ ér nian ér yué liang b;; z3ai
na nian ong ian zhou de jun ui _ ﬂi 7_
BELXENEN A M

mu yé yu shang le
wang dong zdu

T+ 7 & WMEE L7

. In the second month the two armies met at
That winter the army of Zhou marched east.

Muye.

z0u dao meéng jin de shi hou ba

£ 5 Z 20 R SHE AL E S G

ENNEHART e

13‘.2

A

At Mengjin, men from eight hundred small Zhou the king had several times as many
states arrived. men.

22



ké Shl na xié rén mian hén
o] A& A E | 1R
duo shi zhua Iai nu li

2 £ I 3k 6 W

But many of them were captured slaves.

da qi 1ai yi  hou qidn mian de
ITEXNEa AN

rén zhuan shen jiu wang hui pao

A% 5 EE e

Once the fighting began, the front rank
turned and ran back.

ta m?n bu  shi ;céo ta m\en shi
fi 1] A =2 2t i 1) =2
qu da Zi I de wang

AITECW X

They were not fleeing. They were going to
fight their own king.

zhou kan jian yi  hou hui dao chérlg
o & WM EE 2 5

i fang hud shao Ile Zi jit

ERKKETBEC

Seeing it, he went back into the city and
burned himself.

BN E M E B

yi tian jié shu

— R &R

Six hundred years of Shang ended that day.

lvﬂ\ wang z_‘r_lén zai mu  yé di yi
B E i £ WE

CI jué de tian mlng hén zhong

AmiE Ko R E

Standing at Muye, King Wu felt for the first
time how heavy the Mandate was.



Bk - Writing Practice

The Battle of Muye
Name: Date:

HC

yAlll
oneself

]

td men
they

g &
s_hl hou

SJL
13X
méi you
haven't

=
yi hou
after

JLF

érz
son

— s [ =]
TILRE
jiu shi
exactly

£

duo nidn
many years

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



zhou gong

S

The Duke of Zhou




wl wang dang le wang k& shi zhi

=D \Y 74

HE ST E rfE R
hué le nian

ET L E

King Wu took the throne, but lived only a few

ft 3 9 B8 4 JL 7 AL

TAFNE

When he died his son King Cheng was barely
into his teens.

lvﬂ\ wang de di di zhou gong ti
REWNBEEHERLE

chéng wang guan gud jia

Bt E

King Wu's brother, the Duke of Zhou,
governed in his place.

you rén shuo zhou gong zi il X|ang
BEAREZNEBECS
IL:\
dang wang

=5 F

People said the Duke wanted the throne
himself.

na ju hua chudn de dao chu dou
Aol E £ 15 2 A B

shi
=
=

The rumour spread everywhere.

zhou gong de liang /gé\ xiong di ting
Bl 28 ™D 5%

jian le jiu dai bing fan le

WTrMmFEERT

Two of his brothers heard it and rose in
revolt.

25



zhou gong zhi hao da| blng qu da
:I:
Bl 2 R&FFH KK

Zi ji de gé ge

HCi IS

The Duke had no choice but to march
against his own brothers.

Bl R TR

yi tian yé méi you qing song guo

— Rt R H R M

That war took three years, and not one day
of it was easy.

da wan yi  hou hén duo rén jué

= /, KLV2

T ABERZ2A®R
de ta hui lid xia wang wei

SH=8 T X

When it was over, many expected him to
keep the throne.

ké Shl chéng wang dao nian  ji
SR IANTERD

ta jiu  ba gud jia jiao hui qu

it ® € E X R |l &

But when King Cheng came of age, he
handed the state back.

fie {8 52 % 4 B 7 R

zai guan gudé jia de shi le

BEEXRNET

Having done that, he took no further part in
government.

BARKT — S

zhong yao de shi

EENE

The Duke did one more important thing.

26



ta ba tian m‘lng he ge X|ang fa

L‘J\ /£
xi€¢ chéng le gul ju

R T R B

He wrote the idea of the Mandate down as a
rule.

ta s\h\ué [do tian kan de bu  shi
it ERXRENTZE

wang shi  bai xing

= B %

He said: heaven watches not the king but the

people.

hao tian

o R

ta sh\uc‘) bai xing guo /de
fitt W B &=
ming jiu  zai

He said: while the people live well, the
Mandate stays.

ta shuo bai xing guo de ku tian

i BEITR/ERX

He said: when the people suffer, the
Mandate leaves.

zhé ge xiang fa zhong gudé yong le
18 %
N/

san qian nian

=FE

China used that idea for three thousand
years.

hou 14 méi yi gé chao dai jié
X AN E 1_% =+

fa % X 2

sht de shi hou dou hUI X|ang ai

REE & = 18 &

ta
—

E

At the end of every dynasty afterwards,
people remembered it.

27



E/~ - Writing Practice
The Duke of Zhou
Name: Date:

==
E| K
gudjia
country

£

badi xing
common people

Al &
ké shi
but

HC

yAlll
oneself

g i
s_hl hou

=
=
M ><
ddibing

to lead troops

3T /N
X
zhé ge
this

Y7

xidng f&
way of thinking

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



fen feng tian xia

PTEHXT

Dividing the Land




EE R

da de duo

AL

Zhou's territory was far larger than Shang's.

yi gé wang guan bu gud lai zhé

— A Ll RO
PEE AT R X
me da de di fang

2NN ]

One king could not govern so much land.

yu shi zhou gong xiang le yi gé
:_F B F /\ #B
E }:.I A T
ban

%

So the Duke of Zhou thought of a plan.

MBS e E D

de qm rén hé gong chén

MEAMIE

He divided the land among his kin and his
loyal officers.

B R A

gué guan de rén jiao zha hoéu

E & A IE &

Each piece was called a state, and the man
who held it a lord.

Zhﬂ hou zai zi i de guo IV
BEEEEBECHWEE
shuo le suan

TR

In his own state a lord's word was final.

29



k¢ shi ta men yao ting zhou wang
AEfIEZRAE £

de hua

RY 1%

But they had to obey the king of Zhou.

m& nidn yao song dong xi @& zhéu
FTEEXFROSRE
wing di zhang yao dai bing lai bang
FTITITNEFEXRE

mang

It

Each year they sent tribute, and in war they

brought troops.
yi gong fen le qi shi duo gé
— Z\ = /N
-~ /] T = 7|

In all, more than seventy states were made.

33I3 i i i X 5 w15 X

ge ban f3a hén hao

T™HIERYT

People then thought it an excellent plan.

yin  wei in rén bu hui fan zi
RAEAALSTRE
i jia

o X

Because family would never rebel against

family.
ké shi ta m:en wéng Ie yi  jian
A= 7T —H

shi

==

But they had forgotten one thing.
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= AETARBR

qin le

kT

After a few generations, kin are no longer kin.

yi  bai nidn yi  hou zhi hoéu hai
_ \ . -1 N
BEFEFMNEERERAL
réen shi zhou wang ma

INRE £ 15

A hundred years on, would a lord still know
the king.

M & LA 5 i

de dang nidan shi shéi fen de di

B HERESD MO

Two hundred years on, who would remember
who gave out the land.

zhou chdao vyi kai shi pén giang hou
B8 —HWBRBE G

lai man man jiu ruo

%E“ﬂ%?

Zhou was strong at first, and slowly grew
weak.

wang de di fang yue lai vyué xido
+ BV it ok
zhi héu de vyué lai yué da

& 1% B9 SR K

The king's land shrank and the lords' land
grew.

zhé ge wén ti zhou chao yong le

X /N 5] B

XTEABEHBT
ji bai nian cai kan qing chu

IWBFETERE

It took Zhou centuries to see the problem
clearly.
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THEHXT -
Dividing the Land

Name:

Writing Practice

it 77

difang
area

1 (%

zhU héu

dukes or princes who ru---

HC

yAlll
oneself

A

ginrén
one's close relatives

f-
EE:2
bai nidn
hundred years

ik
V4 \’
bdn fa
means

Al &
ké shi
but

]

td men
they

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.

Date:
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feng hudé xi zht hou

J& K358 E

The Beacon Fires




zhou chdo chuan dao di shi ér ge

£ ZSJ =5 _I_ — /N

B A & 2l & + =
wang jiao zhou you wang

T E W £

The twelfth king of Zhou was King You.

you wang you i gé hén xi huan
— N\ Y = Ik
W+ 5 — TR Z X
rén jiao bao

SPNITE 0

King You had a favourite named Bao Si.

E?g si. hén hdo kan k& shi cdng
ZWERFEATZEMN

1ai ba xiao

I NES

Bao Si was beautiful, and never smiled.

you wang X|ang le hén duo ban
U-I EE /|_,\ T 1E ’jj\ /£

ta hai shi bu xiao

it & 2 A R

The king tried everything, and still she did
not smile.

you i ge da chén chi
B—TKEH T —

ge zhu i

Nx =
I =

One minister had an idea.

shan shang you hén duo feng hud tai
AN
L EBERZEKXNA

da zhang de shi hou yong

1T X /Y B & A8

There were beacon towers on the hills, for
use in war.
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yi dian hud zhta héu kan jian jiu
—RXEEEBNLM

hui  dai bing & jiu

= % £ R M|

Light them, and the lords would bring troops

to help.
na e da chén shuo dian qi 1ai
ﬁﬁﬁmi%

kan kan

BB

The minister said: light them and see.

you wang zhén de r\:‘ang rén ba féeng
4 £ B 09k A B &

hué dian qf lai

=T

The king really did have the beacons lit.

BEEENKERS

bing gan guo lai

K#E AR

The lords saw the fires and rode through the
night.

fh 17 8 2 % T & 01

shén me shi yé& méi ydu

(A

They reached the walls and found nothing
wrong.

1F AT B

lian shang quan shi  hui

e L £ 2

Tens of thousands stood there, their faces
grey with dust.
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bao si zai chéng shang kan jian u
4ﬂwﬂmtéku

ran xiao le
AN . Yay

MNET

Bao Si watched from the wall and suddenly
laughed.

you wang hén gao xing céng na  yi
4 £ RS 7% M 3B A
hou you dian le hao

B X &7 LK

The king was delighted, and lit them several

times more.
zht hoéu 1ai le man man
N\ N=]
%ﬁ%? ﬂlg

jiu bu lai

ﬂ*%?

The lords came a few times, and then
stopped coming.

?%Eé’%%ﬁ&iﬂ

guo lai feng hudé you dian

SREAT AT

Later a real enemy came, and the beacons
were lit again.

zhée i ci yi é zht héu
X —R—=7 %ﬁm

méi you i

%A K

This time not one lord came.

B * ZE = ¥ S 7 A

jiu  zhé yang wan

HEERT

King You died outside the walls, and Western
Zhou was finished.
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ENWKIEE - Writing Practice

The Beacon Fires
Name: Date:

18 %
zhG héu
dukes or princes who ru---

fe X
feng hud
fire beacon (to give al---

=P
kan jian
to see

KE

dd chén
chancellor (of a monarc:---

= E
=

M ><
ddibing

to lead troops

ESR

qilai
indicating the beginnin---

JJL
13X
méi you
haven't

EHY

zhén de
really

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



tian minghuan le hén duo ci

RupiR FRZ/R

The Mandate Changes Hands




7 B 52 7 e

wang ban dao dong bian de ludo i

EFHRERINEES

After Western Zhou fell, the new king moved
east to Luoyi.

na yi  hou jiao dong zhou ké shi
MAFIMZRE A2

zhou wang vyi jing méi you i liang

BEEZxBEN=

That was Eastern Zhou, but the king had no
power left.

zht héu zi ji da Zi jl ~ shéi
EE B 2T B Cif
qidang shéi shuo hua

5% T Wt 15

The lords fought each other, and the strong
did the talking.

gidn mian san bai nidn jiao chin qil
—_ —
BIE =B FWMEFM

hou mian lidang bai nian jiao zhan gud

fa @ ™ B F i &

The first three centuries are called Spring
and Autumn, the next two the Warring
States.

B il

bai duo gé gud

[EREET

In Spring and Autumn there were still over a
hundred states.

5 E R R R E T

aq  geé

+ T

By the Warring States only seven were left.
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£ 7530 0 5 A @

qin i kai shi hén xido

& — | RN

The westernmost was called Qin, and at first
it was small.

=EMARET B

hén néng rén

1B BE &

The men of Qin could fight, and they could
wait.

yi bai duo nidn yi hou qin b3
ZEUNEHFE

ling wai it gé guo mié

ZHANMEK T

A century later, Qin destroyed the other six.

nian shi gong yﬁn qidn  ér er
BEEN 7 a ==

yI  nian

—

That year was 221 BCE.

gin wang jué de wang zhé ge Zi
=4 /B8 > PAN
FInmTFEX
bu gou

71”1]97(

The king of Qin felt the word king was not
large enough.

ta ba huang hé di lidng geé |—Z‘I—|
it 2 MFTMDF

fang zai i

W — 2

He put the words huang and di together.
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céng na tian qi  ta  jiao

S =R ATR-N=

huang di
=
2 %

From that day he called himself emperor.

ta jiu shi gin shi huang

MMERER £

He was the First Emperor of Qin.

ta jL‘lé /de gin chdo hui chuan i
it iFFEHAS E —
wan dai

Al ae

He believed Qin would last ten thousand
generations.

k& shi qgin chdo zhi guo le shi
TEEHRAL T+

wl nidn jiu mel you

LEMBET

But Qin was gone in fifteen years.

cong xia dao shang céng shang dao zhou
VAN VAN
MERBE MBS 2 B

yi ci you vyi ci

— R X —

From Xia to Shang, from Shang to Zhou,
again and again.

hén dudo nian yi hou yéu rén han

SFEFUREE AR

cang tian yi si shuo de hai shi

ERERXRNER
zhé jian shi

X 5 =

Many years later a man would shout that the
blue sky was dead — and he meant this.
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The Mandate Changes Hands

Name:

=
yi hou
after

HC

yAlll
oneself

f-
EE:2
bai nidn
hundred years

SJL
13X
méi you
haven't

g i
s_hl hou

A=
R e
jué de

to think that ...

g

duo nidn
many years

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.

Writing Practice

Date:
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