you pOo mian
o BENVTLY
JHAR H
/7

Oil-Splashed Noodles




woé jia zai an kai i jié
BREA R —

hén xido de mian guan

R/ BY E E

My family lives in Xi'an and runs a tiny noodle
shop.

yi gong ba zhang zhuo zi zuo fan
— H /N K & F IR

nal nal

1 2

Eight tables in all, and the cook is my
grandmother.

SEE R E

jao wdé shi gé cai

BT T

This summer she said she'd teach me ten

dishes.

wé wen weéi shén me shi jin nian

HEATLARSEF

| asked why this year.

ta shuo wdé de shou méi yoéu
fth 5 3% 89 F 33 & LA
gian wén le

IR T

She said: my hands aren't as steady as they
were.

di yi gé cai shi yéu po mian
=5 A — N :ﬁ
— [N
ES N X = H ik H
ta shuo zui jian dan

ith i B & B

The first was oil-splashed noodles. She said
it's the simplest.



mian yao Ia de you k an you chang
- /= /

HEAEBX R X K
xiang yao dai

& B w

The noodle has to be pulled wide and long,
like a belt.

RN ERERE

shang mian fang 1la jiao fén

£ B R M

Once cooked they go in a bowl! with chilli
powder on top.

hai yao fang cong hua suan mo

drE R & 3E —
dian yan

£h
m

~
-

RN

Then spring onion, minced garlic, and a little
salt.

zui hou i bu Shl ba re you

x fa — e Ol

Hx /O 44 ZE s/
po shang qu

® £ A

The last step is to splash the hot oil over it.

you yao re dao mao yan ké Shl
28 | T2
/E g 70\ l

bu néng tai jil

T~ BE KR

The oil has to smoke, but not for too long.

S TEMNBESA

yi  shéng xiang

Il

When it goes in, there's a sound.



na ge sh=<|§gg yin dui le zhé wan
M E BN T X B

mian jit dui le

HMXT

If that sound is right, the bowl is right.

wo d‘| yi ci you tai liang

> N N

%= — K /ZV': A KR
méi you xiang

=B g

The first time | did it, the oil was too cool and

made no sound.

"(_ZLI‘_ er ci tai re you jian dao
_ \/_’ j( 70\ /EE Jﬂi él.l

wé de shdu shang

THHF L

The second time it was too hot and it
splashed onto my hand.

na ge hodng d|an dao xian zai hai
AN AN >
M2 M EAL

zai

£

That red mark is still there.

i 4 3% & B0 D gt

shuo zhé ge rén rén dou ydu

X AANEE

Grandma didn't say be careful. She said
everyone has one of those.

e F F K £ B

you hén duo

BERZ

She held out her hand. There were a lot on
hers.



sh%km - Writing Practice
Oil-Splashed Noodles

Name: Date:

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

L
13X
méi you
haven't

S

jTn nidn
this year

L

shdng midn
on top of

A1
nd ge
that one

XIT
duile
Correct!

—R
y1jia
the whole family

NG
xido de
| (when talking to a su---

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



sao zi mian

BFE

Saozi Noodles




di ér gé cai shi sao zi mian
s — /\ -t (=]
v/ oo
b — Xz R FmHE
cong gqi shan lai

I RE 35

The second dish is saozi noodles, from
Qishan.

nai nai shuo zhe ge _?f.l_ yao wu
M XTRER

ge yan

R

Grandma said this one needs five colours.

héng de shi

hit Iué bo huang de
dAMEHE b EB
shi j  dan
= X5 &

Red is carrot, yellow is egg.

bai de shi dou hei shi
N\

AMETEENSR
!

White is tofu, black is wood-ear mushroom.

suan mido zui hou fang

BMESERER

Green is garlic sprout, added last.

A& EY B — =

da de xido kuai

A HY )V 1R

All five have to be cut the same size.



RTINS W E

dou suan le

# B 7

| cut for forty minutes and my hand ached.

sao zi shi rou ding yao yong cu
BRTFERERT ZHRE

chao

5

The saozi is diced pork, fried with vinegar.

cu yi xia guo zhéng tido jie dou
fE— T W B 5 H

néng wén dao

BE & 2

The moment the vinegar hits the pan, the
whole street can smell it.

zhé wan mian de tang yao suan vyao
X B E N7 E R E

la yao xiang

REH

The broth has to be sour, hot, and fragrant.

mian tido yao xi yao bdo vyao jin

< KK

HEXEMNEEEH
dao

8

The noodles have to be thin, fine, and
springy.

gi shan rén sh\uc'J mian yao shdo tang
N \

I WA % B ZE D7
yao duo

23

In Qishan they say: few noodles, plenty of
soup.



sud yi  wan hén xido vyi kou jiu
B A B8 1R /) — O 3

chi  wan
/— =

4 TG

So the bowl is tiny — one mouthful and it's
gone.

yi rén chi shi wan Dén zhéng
)\u + W 1R 1E

chang
]

)

Ten bowls for one person is normal.

®E— R0 K

ED

R T

The first soup | made was too salty.

ndi nai chang le yi  kdu shén me
w7 — 0O 4
yé& méi shuo

% 1

Grandma tasted it and said nothing.

ta jia le ban wan shui you chang
fhoan T F WK X =

le yi  koéu

7 — 0O

She added half a bowl of water and tasted
again.

ta shuo yan néng jia bu néng na

> & o5 =

ih 37 = BE A0 AN 8E E
chu lai

&

She said: you can always add salt. You can't
take it out.



2Fm - Writing Practice
Saozi Noodles
Name: Date:

yT kou
readily

=
Hnn .?.
7I<
sdo zi
minced or diced meat (a---

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

kk —
dier
second

O [T
=Z /IR]
dou fu
tofu

mu ér
wood ear

3T /N
X
zhé ge
this

EneEa

ydn sé
color

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



rou jia

I*.IE’EL%

Meat in Bread




di san gé rou jia mo quan
K —

s ANEp ke

gudé dou you ming

= & 57 &

The third is roujiamo, famous all over the
country.

hén duo rén zh| kan rou i h|’
R2ARERE
R = =L

mé géng zhong vyao

RE B E

People only look at the meat, but the bread

matters more.

wé men yong de shi bai ji

EMEMER =@

We use baiji bread.

wai mian cui

B E N E R

EE%

A good baiji is crisp outside and soft inside.

nai nai sh\u() hadi yao vyou i ge
MIPiIREERS — 1
tié quan

ix [

Grandma said it should also have an iron
ring.

tié quan jiu shi mo shang na
s
7 e I A t%—

quan bai xian

=57

The iron ring is that pale circle round the side
of the loaf.



you tié quan de m_:")_ cai shi lao
BHREMNRT IS
de dui de

1§ X 89

Only a loaf with the ring was griddled
properly.

TTEEST T

jin

i# 4P 7

The bread is griddled on the ao first, then
goes into the oven.

rou shi la zht rou yao dun

AEREAtAER—
&

The meat is lazhi pork, stewed overnight.

wé men jia de tang guo ér shi
N 1\ —— E/] N F —_—
A (I Y I R
nian méi ydu ting guo

FrEFEFEY

Our stock pot hasn't stopped in twenty
years.

5 % o0 A th o —

dian 130 tang

=RE P

Every day new meat goes in, and some of the
old broth.

5 4 % 36 5 5 th

AN

Grandma said that pot of broth is older than |
am.

10



duo rou de shi hou dao yao kua
A R R T) 2 (R

shdou yao wén

FER

When you chop the meat, the knife must be

fast and the hand steady.

0 = — 2 A

bu néng fen kai

TS A

Fat and lean have to be chopped together,

not separately.

woé di yi ci dud zhi dudo e
~ /—]}'L

ﬁz% KA H T
shou de

N

The first time, | only chopped the lean.

=AET 0%

gan

:F

A customer took one bite and said it was too
dry.

MEEKE G T

bu shi huai dong xi

= i

That day | understood that the fat isn't the
bad part.

i~ B3 5 i

jia

% 1%

Grandma said: equal amounts — that's what
makes it jiamo.

11



AFEE - Writing Practice

Meat in Bread

Name: Date:

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

AN
wO men
we

NESE]

rou jia moé
lit. meat wedged in ste---

FE

qudn gud
whole nation

R

you ming
famous

EANE

wdai midn
outside (also pr. for t---

EEI'E

[T midn
inside

= S
N ~
qi shi
actually

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



liang pi

IR

Cold Skin




xia tian zui mang de shi liang pi

It N2 R K

In summer the busiest dish is liangpi.

yi  tian néng mal liang bai wan

— REEZ M BB

We can sell two hundred bowls a day.

13& IR EZ % 1% Hj‘ |Eﬂ E’J

shi \XI
& 7% E=

The most time-consuming part is washing
the dough.

xian réu yi gé mian tuan fang ban
A/
FBE— 1T E B WF

gé xiao shi

TN BY

First knead a dough and let it rest half an
hour.

ran hou fang jin shui [ yong shdu
AERHKERF

yi zhi  nié

— HiE

Then put it in water and keep squeezing.

shui  hui yué\ 1ai yué\ badi mian tuan
K= i#EEB @ E
yué lai yué xido

2 N

The water gets whiter and the dough gets
smaller.

13



yi zhi xi  dao shui bu bai

—EBHREKAR

Keep washing until the water stops going

white.
T a?% R E
5

The lump left over is the mianjin.

bai shui yao fang i _y‘é_ r\éng I_t‘e’l_l
HKER—®RILE
chen xia

7 =

The white water rests overnight so it can
settle.

;SI/IA\- i tian ba shang mian de qmg
9{ }EI. J: E E’J B

shui dao diao

X A 32

The next day you pour off the clear water on
top.

Xxia mian na céng cai shi zuo lidng
\_\_
~TEBETE MR

pi yong de

NN

The layer underneath is what you make
liangpi from.

dao jln a zZi If zheng san fen
J % E — /\
I Z93Y

zhong jit hao

e

Pour it into a tray and three minutes of steam

is enough.

14



gié chéng tido fang huang gua hé mian
I - I\ L

jin
Ah

Cut into strips, add cucumber and mianjin.

zui yao jin de shi na shdo Ia

= ] E = B /j i"ﬁi

X2 ZBERA ¥
jiao you

.

The most important thing is that spoonful of

5 = 9 5 i 8 R

g o

Every shop's chilli oil is different.

B AR 02 0K

nai nai chuan xia lai

i 4y & T 3

Ours came down from my grandmother's
grandmother.

WARTHRES

xia 1ai

S

She only taught it to me. She didn't write it
down.

fh % 5 T K 6 R 7

bié rén yé néng na zoéu

Al At B B E

She said: what's written down, anyone can
take away.

15



R - Writing Practice
Cold Skin

Name: Date:

e

R

lidng pi

liangpi (hoodle-like di---

midn tudn
dough

y1 zhi
straight (in a straight:--

yué Idi yue
more and more

ZWHY
jicd de
wife

BRI

& jico
hot pepper

| e |
5
Xié xid

to write down

SX

Xid tian
summer

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



yang rou pao mo

FRBIE

You Do Half the Cooking




zhi ydu pao mod rén yé vyao
RERBEEABE

Zuo

fef

Paomo is the only dish the customer has to
help make too.

wd men géi liang gé moé yi geé

> A VAN VAN~ T AN

1] 258 ™R IR |
kong wan

= B

We give them two loaves and an empty bowl.

ATHEEAEC

ai

2

The rest is up to them.

m_g_ yao bai chéng huang dou
REmM N =® ﬁB A

xiao

I\

The bread has to be torn to the size of

soybeans.
bai de da tang jin qu m_g_
g K T\ x= 1=
shi ying de

= f8 B9

Torn too big and the soup can't get in — the
bread stays hard.

bai de xido tang rﬁ?:g \j‘ln qu m_S_
Mg/ BE AR IR

cai hao chi

7wz

Torn small, the soup gets in, and the bread is
good.

17



TIIC ES S

you de bai i gé xido shi

BN -1/

Some customers tear for ten minutes. Some
for an hour.

nai nai shuo kan i rén bai
B8 B E— A A B
m_S_ _ﬂu\ nz\ng kan cha ta zhé ge
R BEE &L it X

A

Grandma said you can tell what someone is
like by how they tear their bread.

bai wan yi  hou wan duan dao chu
5T A fg B im 2 &

fang

=

When they've finished, the bowl goes to the
kitchen.

wO men ba mdé hé yang rou tang
HKATE R F Wz
yi qi  zhu
— =
We cook the bread together with the mutton
soup.

zhu de shi hou yao yi zhi kan
ANNEE—-—HA

zhe bu néng zbéu Kai

EANEEETF

You have to watch it the whole time and can't
walk off.

yi feQ z;long jiu  hao jit
S AFR T E

jiu  lan le

A= T

One minute is enough; longer and the bread
falls apart.

18



you i na dong xi
g — /)\ i:j?, ﬁ i

zOou le liang fen zhong

E T D W

Once | went to fetch something and was
away two minutes.

o] 3 §0 B & 3 B 2

jing bu néng chi le

ZAEIZT

By the time | got back, that bowl was ruined.

na ge ke rén bai si shi

BAE AR T M+
fen zhong
7 W

That customer had torn his bread for forty
minutes.

B 7 08 M 5t 3 6

le

I

| went and told him I'd ruined it.

ta Znéi you sheng qi ta s\h\ué na
fit iz B £ S At BB
zai bai yi wan

% B W — W

He wasn't angry. He said: then I'll tear
another one.

i X & T X # T

shi fen zhong

T 7

He sat back down and tore for another forty
minutes.



FEREE - Writing Practice
You Do Half the Cooking

Name: Date:

=z=A
kérén
visitor

73 $H
fen zhong
minute

AN
wO men
we

BHY

you de
some (who are...)

g i
s_hl hou

V<N o
q\ﬁb
bu néng
cannot

=
wo qu
what the ...!

JL
si shi
forty

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



guo kui

w2

The Pot-Lid Bread




guo kui Shl shan xi zm da de
mMEAEKRAHEARN

mo

]

Guokui is the biggest bread in Shaanxi.

AERERLA

me hou

N

One is as big and as thick as a pot lid.

l30 hua shuo guo kul xiang guo gai

ZEREMWEBRWE

The old saying goes: guokui is like a pot lid.

cong qlan rén cha yuan mén dai
M HT B A M 3E 1]

yi gé neng cht  shi tian

— T Bz T X

People travelling far used to take one and eat

it for ten days.

R H T AT AR =

huai

2\

Because it's hard, it doesn't spoil.

mian yao roéu /de Pén ying shui fang
HZE % FREKK

de hén shao

/8 /
g R D

The dough has to be kneaded very stiff, with

very little water.

21



ying dao yong shdu réu bu dong

i 2 A F & A &)

So stiff your hands can't work it.

céng EEE shi yong yi gén mu tou
MBI Z H — R AKX

ya de

£ B

It used to be pressed with a wooden pole.

T TET RN

Xia yi xia

~F-TE

You sit on one end of the pole and press,

again and again.

na ge ban fa vyou i ge ming
ThiEBE—T 3

2| jlao gang zi

2 A F &

That method has a name: pole-pressing.

ST EYTT

shi nai nai bu yong

RN

We use a machine now, but Grandma
doesn't.

fh A 55 FE 60 A F

ya de bu yi yang

£ B A — =

She says machine-pressed and hand-
pressed aren't the same.

22



wo c/fi le liang gé zhen de c/ri
Bz 7R TEMNIZ
bu cha Iai

2= S

| ate one of each and honestly couldn't tell.

wé gén ta shuo le ta xiao le
IR W T KT
hén jil

R A

| told her so, and she laughed for a long time.

ta shuo ni xian zai chi bu chu
ot 1 R M 7 02 A~ &
[di  shi dui de

k= X RY

She said: it's right that you can't taste it yet.

ta shuo deng ni vya guo vyi Dbai
i FMRELT — 8

gé jiu cht de cha Iai

Tz 13 &k

She said: press a hundred of them and you

TN %%%F?i

That summer | pressed eleven.

di shi i gée de shi hou wod
~Nix /\ e N
2T —7T &K

de shou bu na me téng le

NFABL2ET

By the eleventh, my hands didn't hurt as
much.

23



tR7Z% . Writing Practice

The Pot-Lid Bread
Name: Date:

i /A
e that

R

guo kut
large round baked wheat:--

.
NG
cong gidn
previously

RS

guo gdi
saucepan lid

V=R,
=1R
de hén
very

A1
nd ge
that one

7Kk
AN
mu tou

slow-witted

I 7E

Xian zai
now

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



ma shi

7 Y2

Thumb Pasta




ma shi shi zui xido de yi  zhodng
MEE&/INHN— M

mian

H

Mashi is the smallest kind of noodle there is.

yi gé zhi ybu xido zhi jia

- /\E/J\j:EIEFI%B
A

Each one is only the size of a little fingernail.

zuo fa hén |’ guai yao yong da
WMZERTFEEZHK

mu zhi cuo

SRl

The method is odd: you roll them with your
thumb.

20\ & R £ 1R

shang wang qlan yi  cuod

1 81— 1

You put a small piece of dough on the board
and push it forward.

mian kuai jil juan chéng vyi gé xiao
-\ AW ¥4
HRHME K — TN

juan

s

It curls into a little roll.

mian yoéu vi gé xido dong tang
NS
E mAE—7T/NE3
neng jin

5 &

There's a small hollow inside, so the soup
can getin.

25



ndi nai yi fen z;long neng cuo liu
B — o ™H 8

shi ge

+4

Grandma can roll sixty a minute.

wé vyi fen zhong cuo jiu

®—9 @ EAD

| roll nine.

yi wan ma shi yao san bai geé

— MM EBEE=8"T

One bowl takes three hundred.

E ¥ I\

SEY ThER

ban gé xido shi

= ORI

| worked it out: half an hour for one bowl.

ndi nai zhi yao wiu fén zhong

MR ER T H

Grandma needs five minutes.

wo wen ta zén me zhé me kuai

B (8] it B A X AR

| asked how she was so fast.

26



ta shuo wo mel you X|ang kuai wo
A Y
i Fox B B OIR &

zhi  shi me| you ting

/\E ﬁ1‘?

She said: I'm not trying to be fast. | just don't
stop.

hEThIEE

zai dong k& shi hén man

T A= RIE

| watched her hands. Always moving, but
slowly.

wé de shou hén kuai k& shi i
~ / =
N —_—
H B FRIRA Z
zhi  ting

=Rt

My hands were fast, but always stopping.

na tian wd cuo wan ‘ wan

BERHKES T — W

That day | finished one bowl.

yong le san shi wu fen zhong i
AHT=1T4h7 # —

ge yé& méi you diu

THIREE

It took thirty-five minutes, and | didn't lose
one.

MERE LR EC

chi

1z E’J

That bowl of mashi | ate myself.

27



i - Writing Practice

Thumb Pasta

Name: Date:

57 £
fen zhong
minute

JJL
13X
méi you
haven't

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

y1 zhi
straight (in a straight:--

Al &
ké shi
but

NG
xido de
| (when talking to a su---

— F

yizhdng
one kind of

——
e

an bdn

kneading or chopping bo---

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



hu -‘-Ié iéng
BAFR 2

Four in the Morning




hua _‘_Ié tang shi zdo fan sud yi
\

tH ¥z = B R B A
zu6 de zui zao

(SRR

Hulatang is breakfast, so it's made earliest.

nai nai dian qi lai  tian hai
N\
a5 9 P_TI = &
méi liang
L =
13X T

Grandma gets up at four, before it's light.

B K B i

le qi ci

T tIR

That summer | got up with her seven times.

thesmks =

zhan zhe shui de

hEEN

Four of those seven | slept standing up.

tang I ydu nid rou wan ti dou
N\ —
AEBHFRAANTE

bai cai fén tido

The soup has beef balls, potato, cabbage,

and glass noodles.

zui  yao jITn de shi na ge

=

REZNEBDT
jiao

3

The key thing is the pepper.

i

29



tH AR 2 AR A 2 AR

Ay B

The heat in hulatang isn't chilli heat.

shi hd jiao de Ila céng hoéu long
= BA R ER M Dk D

Xla cal

T £ 74 i

It's pepper heat — it only warms once it's
down your throat.

tang vyao i zhi jido bu jido jiu
2B — B WA W
chén di

L

You have to stir it constantly or it settles.

it & — 1T

yi  guo tang vyao jié\o si shi fen
—Wm2EHRDN T2
zhong

e

A pot takes forty minutes of stirring.

di yi ke rén liu dia

ge
Paxla Ay — =
£ —1TE AN

Q
>

g

—DT

The first customer comes at six.

ta shi i ge kai che de
FFEE’J_

shi nidan dou Ilai

T &F &R K

He's a driver, and he's come for twenty

years.

30



ta bu yong dian nai nai kan jian
tMARSBIPENR

ta jilu kai shi chéng

fh §L 7T i5 B

He doesn't order. Grandma starts ladling the
moment she sees him.

you yi tian méi you lai

A X R H X

One day he didn't come.

iy 4y 3B % % 1 7 3

yi zhi me| you dong

BLHRE D

That bowl of hers sat there and nobody
touched it.

di éer tian ta lai le shuo ta
B RME T R
ma ma zhu yuan le

9 99 {£ Bz T

The next day he came and said his mother
was in hospital.

i & T o 7 B 2

shou le yi  wan de qgian

g T — B B0 &

Grandma gave him two bowls and charged
him for one.

b

géi ta ma ma

o i 95 95

She said: one for him, one for his mother.

31



8AER:% - Writing Practice
Four in the Morning
Name: Date:

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

A1
nd ge
that one

A

hu jido
pepper

y1 zhi
straight (in a straight:--

JEpD

ma Mma
mama

JJL
13X
méi you
haven't

BIR
zAo fan
breakfast

AL

Suo yi
therefore

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



zeng gao

ik e

The Sweet One




shi gé «cai IV zhi yéu yi geé
PANEE= O ﬁ AN
| |~ > =2} AN |

shi tidn de

= & B

Of the ten dishes, only one is sweet.

na ge jiao zéng gao yong nuo mi
;| R T = I =

hé hoéng zdo zuo

M O &

It's called zenggao, made from glutinous rice
and red dates.

X1 jrll rén ﬂé& de vyin gén bié
AT AIZIHNEIR

de di fang bu yi  yang

R ith 5 A — A%

The way Xi'an people say the name is
different from elsewhere.

zuo fa pén E,T_ dan k& shi vyao
WMERBEANEE
hén jit

R A

The method is simple, but it takes a long
time.

nub mi vyao xian pao i

I K = % — R

The rice has to soak overnight.

héong zdo yao xi gan jing qu hé

AEBRRXT 75 %

The dates are washed clean and stoned.
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ran hou vyi céng mi i ceng zao
F \|/
Il\\

céng mi

¥}=5|<

Then a layer of rice, a layer of dates, a layer

of rice.

yi gong vyao fang qi céng

—HEWRTE

Seven layers in all.

fang hdao yi hou zheng hu gé Xido
W AflF 2% 73 1/

shi

iN|

Once it's layered, it steams for six hours.

HU e xido shi If bu neng kai
ANINE BT g T
gai kan

&= A

For those six hours you can't lift the lid to

look.
wo d| yi Zuo e xiado
& 1?5& IT_EI >
shi jit kai le yi CI

g7 —

The first time, | opened it after four hours.

yi guo zhong jian Shl shéeng de

B— R a2

The middle of that batch was raw.

W
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nai nai shuo zheng dong xi zm
R R AR L

de Shl X|ang kan

By =2 18

Grandma said: what ruins steaming is
wanting to look.

hdo de zéng gao mi shi hoéong de
GFRIER AR K Z AW

zao hua zai mian

EHEEE

In a good zenggao the rice is red and the
dates have melted into it.

yi shdo xia qu neng kan jian i
— A FEEELL

céng

=

One spoon down and you can see all seven
layers.

bu yong fang tdng zao de tian jiu
1 AY
AN BEZENHEM

gou

ﬁ]ﬁT

You don't add sugar. The dates are sweet
enough.

xido hadi zi zui ai C/h—i zhé ge
= =Z S
NizFRmREBIRZXD

yi ci néng chi lidng wan

/X BE iz 7R B

— /AN Bt
Children love it most — they can eat two
bowls at once.

wé yé shi xido hai sud

% th 20 & F AR

,

yi ci  chi san wan

e — R iz = e

I'm a child too, so | eat three.
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#mEE - Writing Practice
The Sweet One
Name: Date:

Nill

)
yTl céng
layer

IN:D
xido shi
hour

IN
yi Ci
first

nud mi
glutinous rice (Oryza s---

AR

héng zao
jujube

/N F
xido hdi zi
child

| ﬁ
7N
zhi you
only have ...

A

~

{

Zuo fa

way of handling sth

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.
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The One She Wouldn't Teach Me




A(_j’l‘_ shi geé _(;,E\l ndi nai i kai
ETITRDP—F

shi  bu kén jiao

SIS N5

The tenth dish, Grandma wouldn't teach me
at first.

na g cal jiao  hu lu il shi

- = 45 =

BTEIUEEF B Z
tdng chdo chuan xia i

R ¥

It's called huluji, and it came down from the
Tang dynasty.

yi gian duo nian q|an chang an rén
—FZ2ZFRKETA

jiu zai  chi

w1 Nz

People in Chang'an were eating it over a
thousand years ago.

zuo fa yoéu san bu xian zhu zai
N —
MEBE=ZSTEH

zhéng zui hou zha

= & afF

Three steps: boil, then steam, then deep-fry.

san bu dou zud wan ji hai yao
LT REE

shi zhéng ge de

=B

After all three, the chicken still has to be
whole.

zhé jiu shi zui nan de di fang

X Tl B M RY b S

That's the hard part.
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zhli gud zhéng guo de il yi  péng
3T % T B9 N8 — fit

3\

jiu  san

B

A chicken that's been boiled and steamed
falls apart at a touch.

sud yi vyao yong mad shéng ba ta

fMAERMK = BT

kin qi 1ai

i 2 K

So you tie it up with hemp string.

kin de vyang zi xiang vyi gé hu

e & —

lu ming zi jiu  shi zhé vyang lai
-+ e E—7 A — <
FEFMeXHFEK
de
HY
Tied up it looks like a gourd, and that's where
the name comes from.

% 5 7 o 4 P ok i

dou shuo hai bu xing

# 3 B AT

| asked her four times, and each time she
said not yet.

NEHERE— X

ba j fang zai w0 mian gian

12 35 1Y £ Fx = AU

On the last day of August she put a chicken
in front of me.

wé weéen ta weéi shén me shi jin
AN

HEwAITAZES

X

| asked why today.
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ta shuo y|n wéi ni  xian zai hui
i B AR ES
déng le

F T

She said: because you know how to wait
Now.

wd xiang qi zéng gao na liu gé

B A8 & BR &% A N

xiao shi

N By

| thought of those six hours of zenggao.

yé xiang qi pao m_'c_)i_ yi fen
zhong

T

And that one minute of paomo.

na tian de il pi méi yoéu po

ARG KRB K

That day the chicken's skin didn't break.

ndi nai chang le yi  kéu hai shi
= R B
shén me méi shuo

74 th 33 3

Grandma tasted it and still said nothing.

k¢ shi di ér tian cai dan shang

IBRE _RXREEB

M & 55 — > r
d wd de ming 2|

STHRHE T

But the next day my name was on the menu.
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FEAEB - Writing Practice
The One She Wouldn't Teach Me

Name: Date:

9734];

nai nai
grandma (paternal grand---

= ==

BA H

hu lu

calabash or bottle gour:--

BT

ming zi
name (of a person or th---

A8 E

xidng qi
torecall

A
kai shi
to begin

A

~

{

Zuo fa

way of handling sth

=]
4]
Zui hou
final

A1
nd ge
that one

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.
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