zhao gué de rén zhi

XERIA

The Hostage in Zhao




liang gian lidang bai duo nian yi E\i_é\ﬁ
[ el = =R V=TT

qin gué yéu yi gé& wang zi

ZFEEHE—T X F

More than two thousand two hundred years
ago, Qin had a prince.

BATFWTRH

song dao zhao gudé dang rén zhi

FERE S AR

He was called Zi Chu, and was sent to Zhao
as a hostage.

rén zhi de yi si shi lidang gud
= =
A }-FT-_I E/] IL;\ I%\ ﬁ

da zhang jiu xian sha ta

T 4§ 7 = b

A hostage means: if the two states fight, he
dies first.

zi  chi zai zhao gud guo de hén
FRZEERREISFR

ki méi yéu rén kan de qi ta

aRBAEBSEMD

Zi Chu lived poorly in Zhao, and nobody
respected him.

you vyi gé shang rén jiao Iu
E—1T 8 AlE $

wéi kan jian e

=% BN

A merchant named LU Buwei noticed him.

Iu bu wéi shuo le ju pén
R E T — ﬁﬁ

you ming de hua

B2 WNiE

Ld Buwei said something that became
famous.



ta shuo zhé ge rén ké

dong xi yi yang cun qi 1ai

R — F 7R

He said: this man can be stored up like
goods.

zi ji

B E SN S o

yong zai zi chl shéen shang

HEFZS £

He spent his entire fortune on Zi Chu

ta pdo dao qin gud bang zi

" EIE X

nd dao le wang wei
-
—

E8 T XA

He went to Qin and got Zi Chu the throne

yi  xiang

fit % X T A A BA R

gong yuan gian ér wua jil  nian  zZi

NTCEI Z A N EF

chii de zai han dan chi

% { )L F 7 B

&

In 259 BCE, Zi Chu's son was born in
Handan.

na ge hdi zi jiao ying zhéng jiu

AN LI = E& "'}I‘;
A= F B R
shi hou 1[4 de qin shi huang

EREENEFR £

The child was Ying Zheng — later the First

Emperor of Qin.

zai zhao gué zhu dao jil

i & E E B A S

cadi hui gin gud

7 Bl & E

He lived in Zhao until he was nine



BN EEXEBZ

Zi tian tian ma

FRRE S

In those nine years the children of Zhao
cursed him daily.

yin weéi ta shi di gud de rén
AfttE EBE RN A

shéi yé bu gén ta wan

A IR A I

He was from the enemy state, and nobody
would play with him.

DN NI

gan xin bié rén

B (S Al A

Some say he never dared trust anyone after
that.

yé you rén shuo na jil nidn rang
B AR S Fik

ta bian de hén vying

fit 3 15 1R 5

Others say those nine years made him hard.

RZ & DS 38 X

gué mie

EXT

Many years later he destroyed Zhao.

fh [ 2 8 81 8 5

ma gud ta rén dou sha Ie

= 5T 1t 49 A B 5

He went back to Handan and killed the
people who had cursed him.



HEBAR - Wrting Practice

The Hostage in Zhao
Name: Date:

L

duo nidn
many years

£F

wdang zi
prince

A1
nd ge
that one

A

rén zhi
hostage

7
c:ild

BA

you rén
someone

\ —r
LR
y1 qidn
before

gud you
nationalized

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



shi san sui de wang

+=28F

King at Thirteen




gong yuan gian ér si gqi nidan zi
— ——e —

NIo Bl —Z P+t & F
chu si

**EET

In 247 BCE, Zi Chu died.

na nian w zhéng cai shi sé\_n Eﬂ
MERBAT=%

jiu dang le qin wang

MmMETHEX

Ying Zheng was thirteen when he became
king of Qin.

gué 'Ei de shi xian yéu 10  bu
A XNEBEXEHGEAN

wéi guan zhe

T ESR

LU Buwei ran the state for him at first.

Iu wéi dang le chéng xiang da
7F FH T XRKMEKX

jia jiao ta zhong fu

= I ftt h K

Lid Buwei became chancellor, and was called
Second Father.

bAZESEEH

nian géng qiang le

NEERE T

He was capable, and Qin grew stronger in
those years.

ta \héi zhé‘o le pén duo )\(l\.lé zhé
ki TRZFE

xi yi  bén shi

5T kB

He gathered scholars and had a book
written.



na bén sha xié W|—‘—|ém yi  hou gua
N =
AP ETUEE

zai chéng mén shang

e A A

When it was finished, he hung it on the city
gate.

ta shuo shéi néng gai i gé z‘|
fit, % 1 BE BN —
jia shéi yi qgian jin

T S

He said whoever could change one character
would get a thousand gold.

yi  nian guo qu méi you vi

rén gan gai

B H

A year passed, and nobody dared.

A R B9 &= £ & /)

shén me yé& bu néng shuo

Tt 28148 IR

The young king could say nothing.

5 * F & A 7F 5

i ting bié rén shuo hua

B sl A&

Every day he sat at court and listened.

ST TN

zhi zai kan

EE &

He did not speak, but he watched.



fth & i IR i 5 0 &

shéi pa shéi

1 18

He watched who liked whom, and who feared
whom.

you vyi gé rén fa xian le zhé
BE—TAKR 7T X

jian shi jiao I sl

# ZE 04 = Hh

One man noticed this. His name was Li Si.

Ii si  shi chi gudé rén bén lai
SHEZBDALRR

zhi  shi i gé xido guan
= __ /\\ [ o |
"= NUNE

Li Si was from Chu and had been a minor
official.

fth & X & F B

bi¢ de hadi zi bu yi yang

Al &= F A — =

He saw that this boy was not like other boys.

ta kai shi man man wang gin wang
408 18 1F =
tHAwBEEFEE

shén bian zou

50 E

He began, slowly, to move closer to the king.

na shi hou méi yéu rén zhi dao
Az B A E

zhe lidang gé rén hui zud shén me

XN ARBAT 4

Nobody yet knew what these two would do.



+=%5/9FE - Writing Practice
King at Thirteen
Name: Date:

AR AT fi

nd shihou
at that time

A
shén me
what?

+ 3 .
ih
shuo hud
to speak

JJL
13X
méi you
haven't

— A

yi gérén
by oneself (without ass---

LY

%t

haizi
child

—_—
NTTHY
gong yudn qidn
BCE (before the Common ---

2R 1H

chéng xidng
the most senior ministe:--

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



gin zhéng

2315

Taking Power




qin gué de gui ju sEhl wang i
ZEMNMEEZEZ

shi er sui cai suan da rén

“ZTEKXRA

By Qin custom a king came of age at twenty-

two.
nian ying zhéng vyao ju
ER R E S #
xmg da

T X 4L

That year Ying Zheng went to hold the
ceremony.

ké shi ydéu rén blu xidang rang ta
= 8L ftB
B AT 8t

zhén de dang wang

ENE X

But some did not want him really to rule.

tai hou shen bian yéu vyi gé rén
XE5BHE—TA

jiao lao =é||i= i dao le pén duo
WEZEEZ2TEZ

di fang

ith 75

A man named Lao Ai around the queen
mother had been given much land.

ta jL‘Ié /de il hui  [ai le _ﬂu
fit 15 Al = K 7 W
dai bing qu zhua gin wang

TREAEMEL

He thought his moment had come, and
marched to seize the king.

bi

«Q

gin wang zao jiu zhi dao le
ZEITEHMAMET

yi  jing déng =zai 10 shang

Ef2FEmK L

The king had known for a long time. His
troops were already waiting.

n
N

\



i R

shi jian jit wan

H_,HETJ:T}ETGT

The fighting was over very quickly.

?é&ﬁ&%mé

qi de rén dou si

£ 5 A 2 5E T

Lao Ai was taken, and everyone with him
died.

FIEKARE X5

de di fang qu

R it 7 A

The king shut his mother away in another
place.

5k B W b E

e da chén sha le

BAAERT

When a minister advised him, he had that
minister killed.

yi I|an sha er shi qi ge
,T T+t 7
méi you rén zai gan shuo hua

2B ANBERIE

Twenty-seven in a row, and then nobody
dared speak.

rén shuo I|u
A W 78

gudé hui xiao ni

/\“mm%

Then one man said: the six states will laugh
at you.

hou [ai you i

10



gin wang ting wan di ér tian jiu

= ""\' —_ =1

ZEXTh=TE_KXKMM
ba tai hou jie hui la&i

EAGREEET

The king heard him, and the next day
brought his mother back.

SHBURSTE

yé wan

th5 T

After this, LU Buwei was finished too.

qin wéng mel you sha ta zh| rang

i kai xian yang

@%ﬁmm

The king did not kill him, only sent him from
Xianyang.

SEREAMEBCDE

bu qu le he le da jiu

AETBTEE

Knowing he could never return, LU Buwei
drank poison.

na nidn qin wang ér shi eér sui
MEEET_+-%
2 — —

shén bian zai méi ydu da rén

BB REBEARA

The king was twenty-two, and no adult stood

over him now.

cong na tian g qgin gudé zhi yodu
M BB 9E BEEERA

yi rén shuo le suan

MABT B

From that day only one man's word counted
in Qin.

11



ZH - Writing Practice

Taking Power
Name: Date:

er shi
twenty

=]

tdi hou
Empress Dowager

— A

yl gérén
by oneself (without ass---

JJL
13X
méi you
haven't

KA

daren
adult

5ih
shén bian
at one's side

it 77

difang
area

T 1
JC

wdn le

to be finished

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



jing ké ci qgin wang

FIFIFI =T

Jing Ke




qin  gud yué\ 1ai yué: qidng lit  gud
Z= E &k # 58 Jx

yué lai yué pa

it >R i e

Qin grew stronger, and the six states more
afraid.

<
[}
=]

gué de tai zi dan X|ang le
WKXFH/HBT

yi gé ban fa

— T DIE

Prince Dan of Yan thought of a plan.

SAL
2t
-

ta zhdo dao i rén na
¢ El — )\

fit, ¥ % ;B
rén jiao jing ke

NRGR

He found a man called Jing Ke.

SR EE S

huan dud shd yé& hui yong jian

REH = H A

Jing Ke was no general. He liked books, and
could use a sword.

& F 18] fth 47 R

gan qu xian yang

BX & Rk FH

Prince Dan asked whether he dared go to
Xianyang.

li_r:g ke sh\u() gan k& shi yao _|c_||;‘1
N
# 5 i B ] @ B
liang yang dong xi

T =i

Jing Ke said yes, but he would need two
things.

13



di yi yang shi vyan gudé zui hao

I~ = = = g

B — B 3f
de di tu

HY 3t &

The first was Yan's finest map.

"EI’I‘_ i yang shi i rén
E-HEE-AAND
téu

3K

The second was a man's head.

na rén bén 1lai shi qin gud
;A A KK R =
de jiang Jun tdo dao yan gué

1Y g ZE UT?TJE

That man had been a Qin general who fled to
Yan.

hén dud nian

RZ %

The king of Qin had hunted him for years.

na ge jlang jon ting s\h\u() yi  hou
BT ZERRRE

Zi ji ba tou géi le jing ke

BoiEXa 7T

When the general heard, he gave Jing Ke his
own head.

jing ke dai zhe di tu hé téu

-+ +H+ ~

Mﬁ & ih & F0 =k
yi rén qu le xian yang

MAE TR

Jing Ke took the map and the head and went
alone to Xianyang.

14



gin wang hén gao xing zai da dian
/ = \\ 7— j( 1
=T RS X By

shang jian

W

The king was delighted, and received him in
the great hall.

i e

kai yi didan yi didn wang hou juan

A—R—REREE

Jing Ke opened the map slowly, rolling it
back inch by inch.

WE TR R 2

you i ba bi shodu

BE—1BEa

At the end of the map lay a dagger.

_jlr'\_g ke yi shéu zhua zhu qin waéng
i —FIMER £

Xiu Zi yi  shou na dao

HHF—F =

Jing Ke seized the king's sleeve with one
hand and the blade with the other.

gin  wang Vﬁéng hou vyi dud xil Zi
EXTERE—MF

duan le rén pao

4T AT

The king jerked back, the sleeve tore, and he
was away.

<
3]}
=]

_j|i_r'1_g ke si zai da dian shang
Al 5 ZE £ KBy L #

gué yé& méi néng bao zhu

& B % 8E & 1E

Jing Ke died in the hall, and Yan could not be
saved either.

1

o = |
s

15



#ERETE - Writing Practice

Jing Ke

Name: Date:

L\ '\T; | |
2
jidng jun
general

— A

yl gérén
by oneself (without ass---

b 2
ditd
map

yué Idi yue
more and more

ANF

tdi zi
crown prince

nd gérén
lit. that person

KBz

da didn
main hall of a Buddhist---

y1shou
a skill

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



mie liu gud

UXVAE

The Six States Fall




san ling nian qin

gong yuan qian ér
NTTH =8 &% F

gué kai shi mié it gud

E | KN E

In 230 BCE, Qin began destroying the six
states.

di yi gé shi han gudéd zhi yong

I~ N\ =

E— T REH HH
yi  nian

The first was Han, and it took one year.

di er gé sh| zhao gud na Shl

FEZ TR E %B =
zm nan da de yi

B M FT B9 —

The second was Zhao, the hardest of them
all.

zhao gudé yobu vyi gé jiang jun

ﬂﬁ—/ﬂ%’rE

jiao

mu gin gué da bu guo

=i £ @ R

Zhao had a general called Li Mu, and Qin

could not beat him.

FREEFA T XK

yong bié de ban

M 5l & 7 %

So Qin stopped fighting and tried something

else.

men song hén duo gidn géi zhao
ft 4] % R S & 8 M

wang shen bian rén

TemmA

They sent money to the men around the king
of Zhao.

17



;A AKX B =R

xiang fan

8 =

One of them said every day that Li Mu meant
to rebel.

zhao wang xin le ba i mu sha
REFETEFHR
le

g

The king believed it, and had Li Mu killed.

san é yué yi  hou zhao guo jiu
— \
=T M E & E M

méi you le

-2 R

Three months later there was no Zhao.

di san gé shi wéi gudé gin guod
= — /N B3 EE% %
B =7 E e S

ba hé shui yin jin chéng |V

& B

The third was Wei, and Qin led the river into

the city.
di Si gé shi chi gué na shi
=5 /N B #& =
E L R = A =
ZUI da de yi é

& AN —1

The fourth was Chu, the largest of them.

gin wang xian wen vyi € nian (ging
=T % — 1 F R
jang jun yao yong ji wan rén

BEEZRILA A

The king first asked a young general how
many men he needed.

18



rén shuo ér shi wan jiu
AN+ R

gou

13

He said two hundred thousand would do.

you wen ldo jiang jun wang jian wang
A Y \9 | e } —‘—‘—EU

NEZEREEXTHE
jian shuo vyao liu shi wan

BixENTAH

He then asked old Wang Jian, who said six
hundred thousand.

=T ’“’“ﬂﬂ%??&dﬁ

nian qing de

TEZ G A

The king laughed that he had grown old, and
sent the young one.

jié¢ gud ér shi wan rén quan bu

= — A PAN _\"_zB

% — | )s + ©
shu

L] T

The two hundred thousand were beaten to a
man.

gin wang qin  zi qu qging wang jian
—— ~ [ — 3

BY

T BEBEELEH

géi le ta il shi wan

TN+ F

The king went himself to ask Wang Jian, and
gave him six hundred thousand.

dao le gong yuan qgian eér ér i

BT Ao EZZ —

nian liu gée gud vyi gé yé méi

FRTE—THE
you le

|87

By 221 BCE, not one of the six was left.

19



K7RE - Writing Practice
The Six States Fall
Name: Date:

—_—
NTTHY
gong yudn qidn
BCE (before the Common ---

1 '\T; | |
2
jidng jun
general

A =

na shi
of course

nd gérén
lit. that person

L
13X
méi you
haven't

1R

nidn ging
young

AA

wanrén
ten thousand people

er shi
twenty

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



huang di

£

Emperor




gbng yuan qian ér  ér 1 niadn tian

/\JEHU__—E%

xia d| yi ci  bian chéng vyi e
NE—RET K —
guo

In 221 BCE the empire became one state for
the first time.

dian shang X|ang le yi jian shi

ﬁi J: IL;\ _{q:$

The king sat in his hall at Xianyang and
thought about one thing.

wang zhé ge Zi liu gud rén
Sy N =
T XTFARNE EI’J A
dou yong guo

# o

The word king had been used by all six
defeated states.

ta yao yi gé cong lai inéi you
tMEE-—T"MEKEZSE

rén yong guo ZI

A H ‘IE’J%

He wanted a word nobody had ever used.

da chén men X|ang le hén jil shuo
KEMNMETERRIR

ké yi jiao tai huéang

CIRVNIE

The ministers thought long, and proposed Tai
Huang.

ETHEABRZM

shang di Z

£ ®F

The king said: drop the tai, and add di.

21



céng na tian qi ta jido huang di

MBBXREMI 2

From that day he was called huangdi —

emperor.
ta shuo zi it shi  di yi ge
timB2c®E—T
sué yi jiao shi huang di

PriANlie 2 &

He said he was the first, so he was the First
Emperor.

ft & % f5 B A9 A Y

er shi san shi dao wan shi

B 1= 1= 2| S I 2

He said his heirs would be the Second, the
Third, to the ten thousandth.

you da chén s\h\ué ké yi ba tl
BXKEIRATMNIE L

di féen gé wang zi men

o e £ A

A minister said the land could be divided
among his sons.

I si Tén cha 1ai fan dui s\h\uc‘)
ZFHT UL Ok R X i

zhou chao jit shi zhée yang wan de

B 8 f 2 X # 5T ’Y

Li Si objected, saying that was exactly how
Zhou had ended.

ta shuo fen le di j dai yi
fin i 7 7 e JL S A
hou jit hui da qi Iai

fa M= 3T & K

He said if the land were divided, in a few
generations they would fight.

22



hudang di téong i le ba tian xia
TEETEXT
w @ = 7 1E

fen chéng san shi il gé jun

} B = + < 4 BB

The emperor agreed, and divided the empire
into thirty-six commanderies.

jun IV de ?gillw you huang di  pai
MENEHE Tk

zu0 bu hdo jiu huan

i A oF F iR

Officials were appointed by him, and
replaced if they failed.

ta hai rang quan gué yong vyi vyang
\ N\ /\
it &L= E A — #
de Zi
0y =
He also made the whole country use the
same script.

ta r\:‘mg quan gué de che chée Ildn
fit ik = E B ZF FE 5

yi yang kuan

— & 5

He made every cart in the country the same
width.

y|n we| Ilu shang de ché yin yi
yang ché cai zbu de kuai

HETERFR

Because then the ruts matched, and carts
could move fast.

zhé xié shi hou lai liang qian nian
XESHFRMTF

de zhong gué dou zai yong

By & AR A

China used these things for the next two
thousand years.

23



B3 . Writing Practice
Emperor
Name: Date:

= =5
=
hudng di
emperor

y1yang
same

KE

dd chén
chancellor (of a monarc---

AT LA

ke yi
can

FE

qudn gud
whole nation

—_—
NTTHY
gong yudn qidn
BCE (before the Common ---

Y T
S
KXTEE
tian xia diy1
first under heaven

L By
>

bidn chéng
to change into

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



changchéng hé chi dao

< 3 #l15tE

The Wall and the Roads




A e 5

zU0 gin chao jiao ta men xiong

*‘B W& Z= A U 4B 1] &
a
In the north lived riders whom Qin called the
Xiongnu.

xiong nu 1ai de kuai zou de yé
& WK FRE

kuai hén nan da

R 1R 3 §7

They came fast and left fast, and were hard
to fight.

qin  shi huang pai méng tidn dai san
L BE= 2)’ = ;|\E o

ZB E kX H —
shi wan rén qu bé bian

A AZXIL

The emperor sent Meng Tian north with
three hundred thousand men.

meng tlan ba X|ong nu gan zou

qi  bai duo IV

tEaZE

Meng Tian drove them back more than seven
hundred li.

ké shi rén

AEA—EE AR

IEIEET

But the moment the army left, they came
back.

yu shi qgin shi huang jué ding zao

FTEEHMEZRESL
X ZFR®TAO = /A& 1B
yi dao hén chang de giang

—E R K B 1§

So the emperor decided to build a very long
wall.

25



béi bian bén [ai jiu yo6u ji duan

1 KB LK
B EREXEMEIL B
jiu qidng shi lit gudé lid xia

BEEAE® T

There were already old walls up there, left by
the six states.

f 3E A 4B BB L& |7 I

lian qi 1ai

& R

He had those old walls joined together.

na dao qidng hou lai jiao chang chéng

A& i fa kI K

That wall came to be called the Great Wall.

\zao chang chéng de rén you de 5|
E K W BABNE

bing you de shi fan rén

EENZELEA

Some who built it were soldiers, and some
were convicts.

yé you hén duo shi cong jia IV
/ = = }\A —
tERZEZEMKRE
zhua lai de Dbai xing

i Sk By B &

Many more were ordinary people taken from
their homes.

dong tian hén léng shan shang hén gao

A7 /B A R =

L RERR RS
hén duo rén méi you hui Iai

R Z AxHEIBOE

The winters were cold, the mountains high,
and many never came home.

26



na shi hou ydu yi shéu gé chang
METIEE — 8 I I]E
de sm chang chéng xia mian de
WEK B FTENS

tou

X

There was a song then about the bones
beneath the wall.

gin  shi huadng hai xiu le Dén duo
ZFREXRRBTRES

IU  jiao chi dao

i N4 3th &8

The emperor also built many roads, called
chidao.

chi dao you zhi you kuan ké yi
G E X B X & 7] MU

rang ché pdo de hén kuai

L FEBERIR

They were straight and broad, and carts
could run fast on them.

cong xian yang chu fa ji  tian jiu
M ELFR & & JL X #

néng dao hén yuan de di fang

BEEERZAMEA

From Xianyang you could reach a distant
place in days.

zhé xié dong xi dou Dén you yong
XEFRAMEEH

yé dou shi yong rén ming huan de

tE =2 A A & %A

All of it was useful, and all of it was bought

with lives.

>
c

o] 1ai rén yi bian yong zheé

K 89 A — 0 X
5 Bk — 3B ic & 3B

gl tou

B 3k

Later people used the roads and

Ilc‘%: ﬁﬂ

remembered the bones at the same time.
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K fnE - Writing Practice
The Wall and the Roads

Name: Date:

1tif
béi bian
north

hui lai
toreturn

BHE
you de shi
have plenty of

A L

na xié
those

EES

hou Idi
afterwards

=, 3]
B 2~
gu tou
bone

I iE

chiddo
highway for the emperor

XLt
zhe xie
these

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



fén shu

et

Burning the Books




you vyi tian huang di  zai gong i
—_ = =
5] ANETREEE
gqing da chén he jil

BARAEBHE

One day the emperor gave his ministers a
banquet.

you yi gé xué zh& zhan o  lai
BA—1TE& kX
shué gl shi hou de ban fi géng
MENENDEE

hao

uf

A scholar stood and said the old ways had
been better.

ta shuo yao xué zhou chao ba tu
fih 5 B F B B+

di fen gé wang zi

i.li-‘,‘/\é/\E%

He said they should copy Zhou and give land

to the princes.

IV si ting le hén sheng q| zhan
ZHIF TR ZE S
qi lai shuo hua

e Sk i 1E

Li Si was angry and rose to answer.

ta shuo zhé xié rén zhi hui shuo
AR ~ b D /_\ \%’

ﬁﬂ 'IH, JZ JJ:= A A= b

gl shi hou hdo xian zai bu hao

5 B R T M E AT

He said such men only ever say the past was
good and the present bad.

ta shuo ta men du de shu vyueée

LY \ \:J:’ N kY
ftth 3 B ] B9 B
duo yué bu ting huang di de hua

ZHAN E THIE

He said the more books they read, the less
they obeyed.
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FRMET -4 F

yi
=

1N

So he made a proposal.

T E R

hé suan ming de shi

ME P

Except for books on medicine, farming and
divination —

bié¢ de shi quan bu shao diao

Al B9 B = 8Bk =

every other book was to be burned.

huang di tong i le

wE R T

The emperor agreed.

yi  nidn hén duo shu blan chéng
B—ERSHE R

le hut

RS

That year a great many books became ash.

you vyi xié rén ba shu cang zai
5L ANEPE T
qlang i cang zai xia

& B i T

Some people hid books inside walls and
under the ground.
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di ér nian you chi yi  jian

E_ENET - #

=

The next year something else happened.

you lidng ge fang shi shuo vyao géi

A\

ERMDTA LT IRELSR

hudng di zh3o xian yao é
EFTHRUWEE
jiu  pao

Two alchemists promised him an elixir, took
his money and fled.

le qian

27 &

huang d| da nu rang rén cha xian
ETFTARARILANER
ex

yang de du shd rén

BH B9 I B A

The emperor raged, and had the scholars of
Xianyang investigated.

chd cht si bai liu shi duo gé

= — =2 /N

sHE~NTZ
quan bu mai

£ 5B & T

More than four hundred and sixty were
found, and all were buried.

EEaAILTFHS

shuo zhé yang zuo bu hao

It X A of

The emperor's eldest son Fusu said this was
wrong.

huang di ba ta \péi dao Dbéi k\)ién
£ % & 3 b &

gen meng tian i qi  shoéu chang chéng

XE—&T K W

The emperor sent him north to guard the wall
with Meng Tian.

31



®H - Writing Practice
Burning the Books
Name: Date:

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

1

U FE 3R
zhan gi lai
to stand up

o A fix

gu shihou
in ancient times

N
bu hdo
no good

—
&P

H
qudn bu
whole

KE

dd chén
chancellor (of a monarc:---

I
he jiu
to drink (alcohol)

H =
—
shéng qi

to get angry

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



qiu  xian

KA

Seeking the Immortals




huang di yué Il3o0 vyuée pa yi  jian
= EME g

shi

=

The older the emperor grew, the more he
feared one thing.

na jian shi jiut shi si

B =52

That thing was death.

7T TR TR

dd bu gud shi jian

AR NPON: V]

He had conquered the world and could not
beat time.

you rén gao \su ta shéi shang ydu
BASRMEE £ B

xian shan shan shang ydu xian vyao

il i £ Bl %

People told him of immortal mountains at
sea, with an elixir on them.

you i ge fang shi jiao /)21\
g —"1TH TR *EH

shuo ta zhi dao

B fh &1 & B

An alchemist called Xu Fu said he knew the

way.

huang di géi le ta hén duo qian
EFTRATHRZH
yé géi le ta hén duo rén

BaE THRZ A

The emperor gave him money and gave him
people.
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/XL'I fL'l_ ﬁlé-li- zhe ji gian gé hai
mEwEILT T &

zi cht hai qu le

FHBET

Xu Fu sailed east with several thousand

children.
6u le yi  hou zai méi you
7 L/{ }: E ’@, X
hui  ai

[B] &

Once gone, he never came back.

you rén shuo ta dao le hén yuan

LY EJ / N —_

BARME TR IZ
de di fang zhu xia

i s ETT

Some say he reached a far country and
settled there.

huang di déng le hén duo nian i

B X A&~ E

ETEFETREZ —
zhi hai zai déng

EXE S

The emperor waited for years, and went on
waiting.

ta yi gong cht qu gub wli ci
fit —H B X H KX

zOu bian Zi I de tian xia

EBTECHXRT

He made five great tours, crossing the whole
of his empire.

méi yi ci dou zai zhdo téng i
B—REEHE —

yang dong xi

R A

Every one of them was a search for the same
thing.
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ta \héi C/hl yi  yang X.é_.cl Il mian
itk lz —H=F 2B M\

you shui vyin

B K iR

He also took a medicine that contained
mercury.

na yang vao bu dan bu néng rang

A A BN EIL

rén hud de jil  hai hu‘| ri‘ang rén
ANEBRAAERILEA

zao si

55t

That medicine did not lengthen life. It
shortened it.

ta wan shang chang chadng shui bu hao
fin b = F B B AL

pa vyoéu rén lai sha

DY

He often slept badly, afraid someone would
come to kill him.

i 4 8 i B ¥ 5

zhi dao méi tian dou huan

SIBCRSIVNE- (I

Nobody knew where he slept; he changed it

every night.
yi gé ba lib gué dou da «xia
— T HEISNEHITF

lai rén

5 A

A man who had brought down six kingdoms.

ZUI hou pa zT Shl yi ge
H_ }: |E| E’] /\ IE /|\
|—Z‘I—|

%

In the end feared only one word.
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skl - Writing Practice
Seeking the Immortals

Name: Date:

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

BA

yourén
someone

T T

da xid
to lay (a foundation)

X T

tian xid
land under heaven

it 77

difang
area

H 2
= 'lﬁ
gdo su

to tell

>
o
=l

hdi shang
maritime

il Ly

Xian shan
mountain of Immortals

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



sha qiu

b

Shagqgiu




gong yuan qgian eér yi ling nidan huang

/\ = /a1 — — EF E =

Zy JGC B — = =
di you cha qu le yi ci

wm X HAET — IR

In 210 BCE the emperor set out once more.

zou dao yi ban zai IU  shang
\
EE - EfEE L

bing dao le

R

Halfway through the journey he fell ill on the
road.

nian si shi JILI SUI

o b 00+ S

He was forty-nine.

mAMEBCSAITY

xié¢ le yi feng xin géi fu s
\

57 —HESLKRD

Knowing he was finished, he wrote a letter to
Fusu.

)in_ shang r\éng fu _is_l':_ hui xidan yang
& £ 1Lk 75 [E B BB

zht  chi hou shi

ETHRES

It told Fusu to return to Xianyang and take
charge.

xin  hdi méi you song chi qu huang

= > JJL > (= |

= NS

1|:| Iz ﬁ Ji |'I|2'| % =
‘| jiu zai sha qid

ﬂ%f&&

Before the letter was sent, the emperor died
at Shagqiu.
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ta shen bian zhi you ji gé rén
tmEsBREILT

zhi dao zhé jian shi

B X E

Only a handful of people around him knew.

na jt gé rén shi chéng xiang I
AL & K 1B ZF
si zhao gao hé xido ér zi

# & 5 AL F 48

hai

2

They were the chancellor Li Si, Zhao Gao,
and the youngest son Hu Hai.

zhao g:i\g bu xi  huan fu st yin
e AE XKD

wei su gén meng tian hao

7 B R I 07

Zhao Gao disliked Fusu, because Fusu was
close to Meng Tian.

ta zhdo dao I si gén ta shuo
fin ¥ 2l = Hy IR fin i

le hén jit de hua

TIRANIE

He went to Li Si and talked with him a long
time.

zui  hou I si  tong i le

E—):?—H)?HMT

In the end Li Si agreed.

o R i T

1J:T9i/73\§E,§E

They rewrote the letter, ordering Fusu to take
his own life.



su jie dao )in_ zhén de zhao
B 742 5 2 H 6 B

Zuo

T

Fusu received it, and did as it said.

B REE X F 4

hén kuai jiu yéu wei dao

RIRW A KIE

It was summer, and the body soon began to
smell.

ta men zai che shang fang le hén
il EZE £E TR
duo xian yu r\:‘ang rén vl/én bu chi
ZRB1EAERATEH

lai

2

They packed the cart with salted fish so
nobody could tell.

huang d| j|u\ Ehe yang hui dao
=X EED T

xian yang

FX BH

And so the emperor came home to Xianyang.

ha hai dang le er shi huang di
Z; W — ==
ké shi zhao gao shuo Ile suan

AfEREiR T &

Hu Hai became the Second Emperor, but
Zhao Gao decided everything.

gin chdo chuan dao ér Shl JiL‘J wan
| r ==

le yi gong shi wl nidn

T—X+T4EF

Qin ended with the Second Emperor —
fifteen years in all.

39



ibE - Writing Practice
Shaqiu
Name: Date:

= =5
=
hudng di
emperor

&

chu qu
to go out

ENiE
zhT ddio
to know

HC

yAlll
oneself

JL
jiige
afew

]

td men
they

i

er shi
the Second (of numbered---

— *
NTTHY
gong yudn qidn
BCE (before the Common ---

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.
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