Empress Lu




han chdo de /'SI/!\- yi gé huang di
\
XEHWE—TEF

shi lid bang

= X #B

The first emperor of Han was Liu Bang.

ta de huang hou xing Iu Ilang ge

rén i gi da guod tian xia

A—EBITITXRT

His empress was surnamed Lu, and they had
won the empire together.

gong yuan qidn yi jit wlh nidn lid
N T — N R E
bang si

5 T

In 195 BCE, Liu Bang died.

zi dang le huang d| ké shi

LFLYTEmaE

zhi you shi it sui
D ﬁ \ [
AN /\N &
His son became emperor, but was only
sixteen.
zhén zhéng guan shi shi 10  hou

ETEENESE

The one who actually governed was Empress
La.

U 38 SE E R B

Xxi huan vyi wéi qi fi  rén

EX—LBX

While Liu Bang lived, his favourite had been a
Lady Qi.



e DN IR

yi didn dang shang tai zi

— R 3 E£EXF

That lady's son had come close to being
made crown prince.

lit bang yi si  IG hou jiu
Xl ¥B—§E:.F,T}HIE
ta guan le qi 1ai

ith X 7 e R

The moment Liu Bang died, Empress LU had
her shut away.

EREENELH

xi€¢ de hén ké pa

515 1R 7 I8

What happened next, the histories describe
as terrible.

S5 # L A BB A

hai zi du

BT ERT

Empress Lu also had the boy poisoned.

o6 JL F 40 E N S

bing le hén jil

w7 RX

When her own son learned of it, he was ill for
a long time.

fth 3 8 3 3% X £ 2

rén zuo de shi

AN FE

He told his mother: this is not a thing a
person does.



WH UG 4B B R

guan guo jia de shi

EEXRNE

From then on he took no part in government.

ér shi san sui na nidn ta jiu

Z+ =3
% T

He died at twenty-three.

Iu hou vyou ‘| le liang ge xiao
el XiL7T P

huang di dou ting ta

= % 4 07 it 4

Empress Lu set up two child emperors, and
both obeyed her.

1B S % # A B 5

ge di dang wang

TS £

She placed her own family as kings across
the empire.

ta guan le shi wlU nidn shéi vyé
N~ ~
ih & 7T+ A FIED
bu gan shuo hua

A B 1A

She ruled fifteen years, and nobody dared
speak.

ké Shl ta yi si Iu
] 2 i — % 5
gée yé méi you Ilia xia

THIIRBEBET

But the moment she died, not one of the LU

Jla yi

family was left.



alg - Wiriting Practice
Empress LU
Name: Date:

JLF

érz
son

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

Al &
ké shi
but

KA

faren
lady

=
yi hou
after

-1
diyr
first

| ﬁ
7N
zhi you
only have ...

N\
shi liu

sixteen

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



shao nian tian

DEXTF

The Boy Emperor




gong yuan gian 1 1 nian

/\EHU—IT_EI E;

é shi I|u sw de hai zi dang
TT AT H&ZHFEH
le huang di
T E W

In 141 BCE a sixteen-year-old became
emperor.

B 2 3K 4% &

di
T

He would be known as Emperor Wu of Han.

ta mi dou tai hou hai
== N

1&5’]%‘5 ZEXRE Q7T

hué zhe shuo hua bi ta guan yong

mAERIELE M E

His grandmother, Dowager Dou, was alive,
and her word carried further.

'ol?_ul tai  hou =Ix= huan [3o ban
ﬁiﬁ)ﬁ%%%d}/i

shuo chao ting bu yao duo guan shi

MBEETAEZES

She favoured the old ways: the court should
interfere little.

nian qing de huang di xidng gai zhao
TR ETE XK

le hén duo dia shi rén

THRZIEH A

The young emperor wanted change, and
gathered scholars.

di yl nidn ta jiu xia le hén
e AY /
— MM TR
duo xin ming ling

ZEhan 2

In his first year he issued many new orders.



dou tai hou i ju bué na xie
ZEXE—9EIL

rén quan bu béi zhua

ANEBEMT

One word from the Dowager, and all those
men were arrested.

you liang gé rén zai lao IV Zi

AR TATERREEH
si
E 17 T
Two of them died by their own hand in
prison.

huang di shén me yé bu Zihg shyé
EFTHL2EAEER

zh| néng déng
K~

O 8 F

The emperor could say nothing. He could
only wait.

ta déng le lit nian

ﬂ"_’,mT/\E

He waited six years.

gong yuadn qidn yi  san nian dou
/\EHJ_:EE*

tai hou si

XERET

In 135 BCE the Dowager died.

B F s X R

cadi zhen zhéng dang le huang di

TEESTE®

Only after that day was Emperor Wu really
emperor.



hERRAE R

yé méi you bai déng

ixBE B F

Not one day of those six years was wasted.

fie &0 38 7 o 1 7 W)

yi  bian

—

He had learned who stood on which side.

ta yé zhi dao ji

ttbmET2ES

méi you yong de dong xi

=B AR R

And he had learned that haste is the most
useless thing there is.

ZUI

CE

nian huang di

FE®

He reigned for fifty-four years.

X 3 & 5 0 R

shi zai weéi de shi hou

St 7 {1 B9 B R

The Han was at its strongest during his reign.

7Rt i T — 4

hou hui vyi béi zi de shi

EE—2FH0E

But he also did one thing he regretted for the
rest of his life.



LEXRF - Writing Practice
The Boy Emperor
Name: Date:

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

=]

tdi hou
Empress Dowager

— A Y
3 JCHI
gong yudn qidn
BCE (before the Common ---

— s =
TILE
jiu shi
exactly

EES

hou Idi
afterwards

SJL
13X
méi you
haven't

MET

zh1 ddo le
Ok!

g i
s_hl hou

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



cong nu bi dao huang hou

MIEE 2 5

From Servant to Empress




han wi di de di er gée huang
— /N =

hou bén 1ai shi i gé& gé ni
/\ _I'/'l ﬁ

fa K ZE—

Emperor Wu's second empress had been a
singing girl.

ta xmg wei ]IaO wei zi zai

!liﬂili_ﬂ_l]u_l7_¥ < T

zuo shi

FHAERME

Her name was Wei Zifu, and she served in
Princess Pingyang's household.

ci huang di dao gong zhi

you i
BE—XETFTIHRE

jia ting jian ta chang geé

=0 0w I8 3K

Once the emperor visited, and heard her

sing.

5 K fth 4B 2 % B T

gong I

=2 B

He took her back to the palace.

DFxrB- N8 H

T

Wei Zifu had a younger brother called Wei
Qing.

nl FN-EE BE()

hai géi rén fang guo yang

& e A F

As a boy Wei Qing was a slave, and had
herded sheep.



jié¢ jie jin gig_lng yi hou weéi qing
HEHBEUNEFEIDE

yé jin

it TS

After his sister entered the palace, so did he.

you rén xiang sha ta Shl peng you
BEABRRME R K

ban vyé ba ta jiu cha Iai

¥&mmmmxm

Someone tried to kill him; friends broke him
out at midnight.

S wAE N R

lia zai le shen bian

BET B

When the emperor heard, he kept Wei Qing
close.

na shi hou bé bian de xiong nu

AR B fix 4E 8 B9 &) W

nian nian [ai gidng dong xi

FERE KM

In those years the Xiongnu raided from the

north every year.

han chdo song le Lwén duo nidn de
XEAETRZHEM

gidan hé rén hdi shi dang bua zhu

BMALZEHANE

Han had sent money and brides for decades,

and still could not hold them.

han wi di jué ding bu song le

S = < — S

XERTBREPNET
gadi chéng da

B Rk #T

Emperor Wu decided to stop sending, and to

fight instead.

10



di yi ci dai b|ng de si

= — R R A
jilang jun I zhi ydou weéi qing ying

KBEERFIE R
le

7

Of the four generals sent out the first time,
only Wei Qing won.

ARG EDE Lk

yi CI wang béi

— XAt 3

After that he marched north again and again.

AT EETS:

ci dou ying

R EB B

He fought seven campaigns and won all
seven.

S E LR

shang le da jiang jun

ETREE

A shepherd slave became commander of the
armies.

fh B9 5 1B E % g%

qi  sui  jiu dai bing le

tIMTRT

His nephew Huo Qubing led troops at
seventeen.

;L E 2 Y 8 E AL

bian zui ydu mian zi de jl  nian

BB | FRJLE

Those were the proudest years Han ever had
in the north.

11



MNIEzE|EF - Writing Practice

From Servant to Empress

Name: Date:

=
yi hou
after

rnE
gong zhu
princess

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

e p

nu pu
servant

1tz
béi bian
north

=
=
M ><
ddibing

to lead troops

IN
yi Ci
first

f p—
JLE
jl nidn
a few years

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



wd gu zhi huo

MR 52 2 1A

The Witchcraft Case




han wi di yué 130 yué pa you
XETFTHEZBRMER

rén hai ta

A&

The older Emperor Wu grew, the more he
feared harm.

i A W

iFﬁI]LII

People then believed in something called
wugu.

AAHEENKAE

zai xia jiu néng hai rén

i T A= A

They said burying little wooden figures could
harm a person.

gong yuan gian jit nian you vyi
—_— a2

NoTB N —EH —
gé guan jiao jiang chong

TEMWMI X

In 91 BCE there was an official called Jiang
Chong.

ié

—

uo

«Q

ot

L & IR X F
zhi dao 1z hou

MEEDNE 2

Jiang Chong had quarrelled with the crown
prince, and knew his own future was short.

jang chong gén tai zi  ydu

Mpe rx
dits

yu shi ta dui huang di shuo gong
= B2 XL ‘;ﬁ =
E ﬂfr yj = M bt &=

i you wia gu

BEEXRA

So he told the emperor there was wugu in
the palace.

13



huang d| rang ta qu cha ta jit
£ Tttt X E MR

yi jian yi jian wa gud qu

B — B8 EZ3 &

The emperor sent him to investigate, and he

dug through room after room.

wa dao zm hou zai  tai zi
Tz :I:U EE K F
wa chu mu  rén

SEEE T AA

At the end he dug wooden figures out of the
crown prince's palace.

xie mu rén dang ran Shl ta
I R

Zi ji fang jin qu de

HCSl#EER

He had of course put them there himself.

tai zi  xiang qu jian fu qin
Nl - AR FE®D ]
shi I shang yéu rén dang zhe

= LBAAHESAE

The prince tried to reach his father, but men
blocked the road.

o 35 % 5 50 i

zhi hdo qi bing sha jiang chong

/\;z.yl'i/\ = /I U

Finding no other way, he raised troops and
killed Jiang Chong.

huang di na shi hou zai chén‘g wai
£ % B B 1 £ B Hb

ting dao de shi tai zi  fan

FHEMERAFR T

The emperor was outside the city, and what
he heard was that his son had rebelled.

14



zi  liang ge de bing zai chang
pd
? M ERE K

an da le wl tian

ZITTAHRX

Father and son fought in Chang'an for five
days.

NS5 78k d 5

ZUI hou i

EEECRET

The prince lost, fled the city, and in the end
took his own life.

huang hou wei zi fa

SEIFFtET

Empress Wei Zifu died as well.

LENE'E &7

bai zi cuo le

HEC#

A year later the emperor understood he had

been wrong.
zao Ie yi zud tai jiao si
3% 7 — B & 0 B
JJAN
Zi tai

¥ &

He built a terrace and called it the Terrace of
Longing for My Son.

yi gé da ylng le xiong nu

EI:]- AL T @ yy E"]

huang di shi gel le it mu
E :q ZS-IIFJ'J a7 ﬂ.: 7k
tou rén

* A

An emperor who had beaten the Xiongnu
was defeated by a few wooden dolls.

15



EEZzm - Writing Practice
The Witchcraft Case
Name: Date:

ANF

tdi zi
crown prince

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

HC

yAlll
oneself

BA

you rén
someone

AR AT fi

nd shihou
at that time

.Il é JITL
wu gu
witchcraft

=
yi hou
after

5]

ZUi hou
final

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



er shi qgi tian de huang di

—TERNET

The Emperor of Twenty-Seven Days




han wu di si de shi hou

X I :“ﬁEE’J e TI%)L

’ﬁ/\

When Emperor Wu died, his son was eight.

ta ba gud jia jiao géi

mma**%Ti

rén jiao huo guang

OPNTE-B

He left the state to one man: Huo Guang.

hudo guang shi hudo qu bing de di

== M/ E == '}-‘_ /] ;E’
= EXTRH
zuo shi fei chang Xido xm

% = 3 = /)b

Huo Guang was Huo Qubing's brother, and

extremely careful.

you rén shuo ta er
BARMEZ+F £
chdo z6u de U yi bl yé& bu

BHENE —THA

cha

=

They said that in twenty years his steps to
court never varied by one pace.

shi nian shang

xido hudng di hué dao ér shi i
= .'-\'h-'. F | — —_

N2 7% 2l — +

sui jiu si

”‘TJLEE

méi you

xﬁ)L_jr

The young emperor died at twenty-one,
leaving no son.

huéo guang yao zai zhao i gé rén
ERXTEBRK —TA
= B |

lai dang huang di

kEHEWE

Huo Guang had to find someone else to be

emperor.

17



f ¥ T X 23 X 28 B

nian shi ba sui

T+

He chose Liu He, who was eighteen.

lid he jin le chang an ka Ie
X BH# 7T K2R
jl sheng jit bu ki le

JLEMARTY

Liu He entered Chang'an, wept a few times,
and stopped.

ta jin gong yi hou tian tian wan
fitiH#E EUNERRKIn

tian tian ging rén hé jiu

ARRIBABHE

Once inside the palace he played every day
and drank every day.

you rén suan gud ta er shi qi
BEAEIM T €T

tian zuo yi  gian duo jilan cuo

XMT-Fo

-

Someone counted more than a thousand
wrongs in twenty-seven days.

huo guang kan le ji  tian jué ding

EXBTILRRE

ba ta fei diao

e 18 & %

Huo Guang watched for a few days and
decided to depose him.

bR RETRL S

yi ju  hua jit weén gan bu gan

— ) iE B 8] B R B

He called the ministers together and asked
first whether they dared.




you vi rén bd chu jian shuo
g8 — Aﬁﬁﬁﬁ
Jln tian shéi bu téng yi  shéi jiu

SKEARREIEM

si

17

One man drew his sword and said: whoever
disagrees today dies today.

ta men i aqi qu jian tai hou
\

el —k =N XE

shuo le lia he zu6 gud de shi

w7 XREMINE

Together they went to the Dowager and
recited what Liu He had done.

tai hou toéng :éln le
XKERERT
She agreed.

lit  he dang le er shi g tian
"I TZTEX

X538 537 =

huang di jiu béi song hui le jia

Gl S e 1T

Liu He was emperor for twenty-seven days,
and was sent home.

huo guang you zhao le yi ge zai

EAXXET—TH

ElEﬂTU‘ S El%"—a'n

rén

A

Huo Guang then found a man who had lived
poor among ordinary people.

hou 1ai de shi ji nidn shi t\1én
AR TLERE X

chdo zui hdo de nidn yué zht yi

BAHERTFNFERZ—

The years that followed were among the best
the Han ever had.

19



“t+tEtXKIEFE - Writing Practice

The Emperor of Twenty-Seven Days

Name: Date:

er shi
twenty

— A

yl gérén
by oneself (without ass---

JLF

érz
son

BA

yourén
someone

EH ==
=T
hudng di
emperor

AP

tian tian
every day

=]

tdi hou
Empress Dowager

g i
S.hl hou

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



wangmang

T5F

Wang Mang




huo guang si le yi  hou han chao
H=|__ N
Z X% 7T MUEXEH

you guo le il shi nian

XTI+ %

Decades passed after Huo Guang died.

huang di yi ge bi yi ge nian
E .‘-\ﬁ-'. —_ l:t —_ E
ging tai hou vyi g ge

H A — e&i

& 5 i

Each emperor was younger than the last, and
each dowager stronger.

AEHTITRHA

yi ge yi ge dang le da guan

— T —1TEHTKE

The Dowager was surnamed Wang, and the
Wangs took office one by one.

wang jia vyoéu i rén gén bié
TRAE— ARG

rén bu yi yang jiao wang mang

AN —8MWME F

One of them was unlike the rest: Wang Mang.

7 A L i 9 2

ba qidan fen géi qiéng rén

R R N

Others compared fortunes; he gave his away
to the poor.

bié rén C'Ill‘.l_éln hdao i fu ta CEI_éln
Al AN F X R fih F

jiu

B &

Others wore fine clothes; he wore old ones.

21



ft 89 LF 5T — 7
WA SE LT A& &

si

17

His son killed a slave, and he made his son
take his own life.

quan gué de rén dou s\h\u() Ehé cai
EEMNARIRXT

shi zheén zhéng de hdo rén

= B2 IFE Wi A

The whole country said: here is a genuinely
good man.

TEIC VY

gqing ta dang géng da de guan

B2 ERRE

Four hundred and eighty thousand people
wrote asking that he be raised higher.

gong yuan ba nian zw hou yi gé
~NTT/NFRRE—

xido huadng di hai hén xido

N2 HERN

In 8 CE the last child emperor was still very
small.

di ér nian wang mang Zi jil  dang

E_FEXTHFHEHCH

le huang di
=
T = ;th

The next year Wang Mang made himself
emperor.

ta ba gud hao gai chéng }jn s\h\uc')
fin 1€ E S X A ¥ i

yao xué zhou chdo

23 E

He renamed the dynasty Xin, and said he
would copy Zhou.

22



fh 1 X T 8 B 5

géi bai xing

el =

He redistributed the land of the empire to the
people.

ta hadi gai le qidn gai le guan
it B THNT E
ming gai le di  ming

BT A

He also changed the coinage, the titles, and
the place names.

gai de tai duo tai  kuai s\héi yé
M KZXKIRIEWN

gén bu shang

iR A~ £

He changed too much too fast, and nobody
could keep up.

mE L E E A

le da shui

7 KK

On top of that, the Yellow River flooded in
those years.

B U E R T A e

lai  fan

R A

People could not live, and rose against him.

%%E&ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁ

Wan

7'!3

Fifteen years later the Xin was finished.

23



FZF - Writing Practice
Wang Mang

Name: Date:

ol

A

bié ren
other people

LU
yi hou
after

T 2K
wdng jia
princely

2%

hudng di
emperor

=]

tdi hou
Empress Dowager

4746

-

fen géi

to divide (and give to ---

JLF

érz
son

HC

yAlll
oneself

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



liu  xiu

XI5

Liu Xiu




REZMAZEA

yi ge xing lia de nidan qing rén

THEXNNERA

Among those who rose against Wang Mang
was a young man surnamed Liu.

ta jiao lia xiu shi bén chdo huang
fin I Xl 5 2 X A £

di  hén yuan de hou rén

TREZHNEA

His name was Liu Xiu, a distant descendant
of the Han emperors.

na shi h(;ti ta .ﬂé—. yi  jing Dén
METIERfM=RBE R R

giéng ta Zi zai zhong di

5 B 7 R

By then his family was poor, and he farmed
his own fields.

B A ie] ¥ sk 18 i

shén me

T 4

Someone asked what he wanted from life.

ta shuo le liang ju hua i
3% 7 W E— 4
shi dang da guan

=3 KE

He said two things. The first was to hold high
office.

ling i ju shi qu vyin i hua

»—aEAWE

The second was to marry Yin Lihua.



yin i hud shi dang di zui hao
— s/ =
(A Z St & &

kan

EWL T

Yin Lihua was the most beautiful woman in
the district.

da Jla ting le dou ;(\ljg jué /de
ARIT 7 #X®S

zai  zuo meng

7 {4 2

Everyone laughed, and thought he was
dreaming.

gong yuadn ér san nian kin yang da
NI _=ZFEMH
le yi  zhang

T —

In 23 CE a battle was fought at Kunyang.

wang mang de bing you si  shi duo
FNEFMOET X
+H HY i @ =

wan zhé bian zhi ydéu yi wan duo

FRXBRE—FAZ

Wang Mang had over four hundred thousand

men; the other side had barely ten thousand.

liu xit dai zhe shi ji ge rén
EHETLD
3(” 75 ™ J1
chong chia qu ban jit bing

et RN 5 P

Liu Xiu broke out with a dozen men to fetch

help.
hui 1ai de shi hou ta ﬁﬂ le
[B] & /9 B & fth & 7
jl  qgian rén

JLF+ A

He came back with a few thousand.

26



na yi zhang da 232 wang mang de
M—LIT"EFEBN

da Jun san

N E HQT

After that battle Wang Mang's great army fell

apart.
lidng nian yi  hou lid it dang le
M E DG X B él
huang di
2 %

Two years later Liu Xiu became emperor.

R # X E KT G E

rén jiao ta dong han

AN E & X

The Han returned, and later ages called it the
Eastern Han.

fh /5 R 6= T

] hua

7 4

He did in the end marry Yin Lihua.

fif % I B # A 1E D

zuo dao

i 2 7

Both things he had said, he did.

ké shi ta méi you mang dao dong
] 2 fit )% 2 7R
= 1X /LA b
han hui z&n me jié shu

X =B AE

But he never imagined how the Eastern Han
would end.



X3 - Writing Practice
Liu Xiu

Name: Date:

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

7 7]

lidng ju
a few words

hui lai
toreturn

EEI'E

[T midn
inside

FiE AN

nidn ging rén
young people

BA

you rén
someone

\ -\T; 17
5 K
jiang Idi

in the future

A
shén me
what?

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



wai qi  hé huanguan

HMRMNEE

Consorts and Eunuchs




dong han vyou i gée hén qi guai

N ﬁ — /N /B = ,|\x

7R X MR F B
de gui b

iNJPYIE

The Eastern Han had a very strange pattern.

huang di da duo hén xido jiu dang

(=] /, I\ SN IV

EFTARZENDM B
le huang di

T EW

Most of its emperors took the throne as small
children.

you de lidng EE: you de yi  bai
ERNMZAEN—B
tian

X

Some were two years old. One was a
hundred days.

huang di tai xiao _!iu\ you mu EE
EFTXKNMHMBEEE

guan shi

-

When the emperor was too young, his
mother governed.

mU dgin bu doéng chao ting jiu zhdo
—— et - ]\ )Y
B E A E B E W K

Zi ji de fu qgin hé xiong di

BSRRXEMNTF

She did not know the court, so she turned to
her father and brothers.

zhé xié rén jiao wai qgi  hén kuai
X LA MY S F R IR

jiu nd dao le da quén

3 | T N3

These men were the consort clan, and power
came to them quickly.



yi  nian

xido huadng di yl  nian
INEH—F— E 7(
man man jiu bu fd

TI "EE}LT\HE

Year by year the boy grew, and slowly
stopped accepting it.

ké shi ta shen bian zhi you huan
= USR]
E 1‘“.7; E’ ﬂ /N Ei':

guan bié rén ta jian bu dao

E Al A WA 3

But he had only eunuchs around him, and
could see nobody else.

yu shi ta hé huan ?gz’r yi qi
el EE —ic
wai qi sha Ie

4 R

So with the eunuchs he destroyed the
consort clan.

sha wan yi  hou huan guan jit ydu
ATEMUAEEEME
R 5T U5 B &

le da quan

RPN

And then the eunuchs held the power.

rdan hou zhé ge huang di si
S MV E .'ﬂ-'.
= JX §E

you lai gé xido huang di
Nk — DB

Then that emperor died, and another child
took the throne.

you shi md qin guan shi you shi

= =7 =N g =

X & R B X =
wai qgi shang Iai

b £k

Again the mother governed, and again her
family rose.
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zhé ge quan zi dong han zhuan
™ B F &R IX ¥ T

yi  badi duo nian

—B 35

The Eastern Han turned in that circle for over
a century.

you i e wai qi jiao I|ang j‘|

B — A E Y R
guanT er iiig

One consort-clan head, Liang Ji, ruled for
twenty years.

yi ge bu ting hua

T AU iE EI’J

fth 4B —

/J\E::E&ﬁ;,T

He poisoned a child emperor who would not
obey.

TR E T A

&

The boy was nine.

hou Iai liang ji

gk RE
le 'i
7 =

béi huan gul_‘e'i? sha
HEE R
2 si le ji shi g‘e
E 8 7L+

rén

A

Later the eunuchs killed Liang Ji, and dozens
of his family with him.

méi yi CI huan rén chao tlng jiu

R %= AN BB & 7

ruo  yi dian

3B — R

Each turn of the wheel left the court a little
weaker.
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Consorts and Eunuchs

Writing Practice

Name: Date:

= =5
=m
hudng di
emperor

E B
hudn guan
court eunuch

‘
> /i\

mu qin
mother

=
INE TS
xido hudang di
child emperor

e

chdo ting
court

BHY

you de
some (who are...)

K1Y
dd qudn
power

3T /N
X
zhé ge
this

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



dang gu zhi huo

THH Z 1R

The Proscription




chdo ting yué‘ 1ai yu‘e\ huai du Shl_i
g 3E R IR X P
rén kai shi shuo hua

A T 18 i 1

As the court grew worse, the scholars began
to speak.

ta men zai tai xué IV yi  lun
fit 17 XF B X

chdo ting de shi

Bl E RSB

They debated affairs of state at the Imperial
Academy.

na shi hou tai xué I ydu san
AN IEXFEER =

wan dudo gé xué sheng

hE21TF 5%

There were more than thirty thousand
students there.

ta mian s\h\u() s\héi shi hao ?gé_? s\héi
fit {112 & F E &
shi huai guan

= R E

They said who was a good official and who
was not.

TN TYE:

gué dou zhi dao

= #F 0 &

A man they praised became known across
the empire.

huan guan hén pa zhé xié rén vyin
= >

EEBERMBEXEA
weéi ta men bu si

5 b 17 7 18 5

The eunuchs feared them, because they did
not fear death.
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gong yuan yi lit lit  nidn huan guan
/x TG /\ /\
men ]Ie dang

£ f (] 2

In 166 CE the eunuchs accused them of
forming a faction.

ji¢ dang de y| si sh| it ge

é:lg = El] u_;\ ll_a\ IE /l\

rén i qi fan dui huang di

A—BRY EF

Forming a faction meant standing together
against the emperor.

MES T AR

le hén jil

TRA

More than two hundred were arrested and
held a long time.

san nian y| hou huan guan you lai

le yi ci

7T =R

Three years later the eunuchs came again.

zhé i ci zhua de rén géng duo
RIMBWAEZ

hén duo rén zai Iao I|

R %= A%T

This time they took more, and many died in
prison.

g — ADH,BE%E
HEIHIR 1’& iy HT 53 1113

it qu le

2% T

One man, Fan Pang, walked to the officers
himself when they came.
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mt qln song ta ta

fh & 3 3 1 4 85 T

[di shuo dui bu qi

K XA

His mother saw him off, and he knelt and

said he was sorry.

mi qgin shudo ni neng gén na
——

¥ W R B
hdo rén zai i

47 A fE— &

guo

ﬂ

xié

E IR A £

2 % &

She said: you go to stand with good men,
and | am not sad.

na yi  nidan fan pang san shi san
—EFEHE =4 =
%B /B /7‘:!_ —_— R
sui
(]

&

Fan Pang was thirty-three.

gui  xia

cong na yi. hou ér shi nidn méi

MBI Z+ 5%

1X

you rén gan shuo chao ting de shi

BEABIXBHEZHNSE

For twenty years after that, nobody dared
discuss the court.

B b 15 B9 X 2 38 7

shéng xia de dou bu shuo le

® TNROE AW T

Those who dared were dead, and the rest
kept quiet.

yi  gé gué jia zui wei xian de

— T EXR&E KA

shi hou jiu shi méi ybéu rén shuo

i 2B AR
hua

1A

A country is most in danger when nobody
will speak.
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iz - Writing Practice
The Proscription
Name: Date:

]

td men
they

RAIE

chdo ting
court

+ 3 .
ih
shuo hud
to speak

E B
hudn guan
court eunuch

Z1
dud ge
many

+ 4
2;' Jo
jié dang
to form a clique

=
yi hou
after

IN
Y1 Cl
first

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



shi chang shi

+E6

The Ten Attendants




han ling di de shi hou gong IV

Y =2 =% /J —_|- 1=L =

/y A E‘ i x = E
you shi ji gé da huan guan

BETILTKREE

In Emperor Ling's reign there were a dozen

senior eunuchs.

rén men jiao men shi chang shi

AT 1+ &

People called them the Ten Attendants.

hudng di dui bié rén s\h\uc') zhang chang
2 %X Al AR 5K

shi shi wdé fu qin

SRR

The emperor told people: Attendant Zhang is
my father.

ta hdi shuo zhao chang shi shi wd

N\ A Y H :t E N

fth 1w X B FERK
mu  gin

& 3¢

And he said: Attendant Zhao is my mother.

yi  gé hudng di zhé yang shuo chdo
AN B > >
— 1T E %X &FixH
ting jiu mel jiu

i B

When an emperor says that, the court is past
saving.

xié rén mal guan shén me guan
BEAZTERLE

dou you jia qian

# B 1 %

Those men sold offices, and every office had
its price.

37



da guan gui xido guan pian i jia
AKERZ/NEEEN
gidan dou xié zhe

B# 5 AFH

High posts cost more, low posts less, and
the prices were posted.

shéi mai le ?g_lén shang rén yi  hou
Ay =’
EXLTE LEME

jiu yao shou géng duo de shui

MEWE ZBHR

Whoever bought a post taxed harder once he
took it.

bai xing jiao bu cht shui jiu
ER RN =

néng tao zo6u

e & &E

People who could not pay had only one
choice: to run.

tdo z0u de rén yué lai yué duo
M A 2 >

tE E A9 A SR 2
I shang dao chu shi rén

w kB E A

More and more ran, until the roads were full
of them.

na shi hou ybéu i rén jiao
o i A — A
zhazg jué zai min 1\|an g;el\ rén \Zhl
KAEREBES ARG

bing

™

At that time a man called Zhang Jue was
healing people in the countryside.

R E R E

rén yué lai yué duo

AR %

He asked for no money, and more and more
followed him.



géng yuén yi ba si nidn na xié
7t — /\ [0 & BB £

rén téu shang bao zhe huang bu

AKX ELtBEFEEM ?E_

1ai

& T

In 184 CE those people rose, with yellow
cloth around their heads.

MR EETRXE

si  huadng tian dang i

- = Vi

What they shouted was: the blue sky is dead,

the yellow sky shall rise.

han chao pai bing qu da it ge
N N

AN
XEHIRE XA
yué jiu ba ta men da san

R R R I

Han sent armies, and in months the rebels
were scattered.

SRHTHE A

di dou zhao e Zi il de bing

wE A T B K

But to fight them, every region had raised its

own troops.
zhang da wan xié bing méi
X ﬂmTﬁB‘Eﬁ\/ﬁ
you hui jia

A [0 X

The war ended, and those soldiers did not go
home.

han chao hai zai k& shi tian xia
XEHERERAZ2 X

yi jlng bu sh| han chao de

EERENHMGT

The Han still stood, but the empire was no
longer its own.
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+&4F - Writing Practice
The Ten Attendants

Name: Date:

]

td men
they

A L

na xie
those

= =5
=
hudng di
emperor

firix

jid gian
price

tdo zdu
to escape

yué Idi yue
more and more

Al &
ké shi
but

g i
s_hl hou

Trace the gray word in the first group, then practise writing it in the rest. Keep each stroke inside the dashed lines.



